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Making Sure You Have a Place to Ride Your snowmobile!

Did You Know …
Researchers have concluded that “the debate
regarding the effects of motorized recreation on
wildlife is largely a social issue as opposed to a
wildlife management issue?” Scientific studies
have also concluded that snowmobile activity
has no significant effect on wildlife populations;
in some situations snowmobile trails have been
found to enhance wildlife mobility and help
animals save energy in deep powder snow.

RIDE THIS

SEASON …
SAFE, SMART, SOBER!

It’s the law!


Accident Reporting

TAKE THE PLEDGE –
“Zero Tolerance, I say, ’Til I’m Done for the Day.”

The law requires that the operator of
a snowmobile involved in an accident
resulting in injury to, or death of, any
person, or property damage in an
estimated amount of $100 or more, must
immediately notify a law enforcement
agency within the county in which the
accident occurred.

MSA News
You Can Use
E-Mail Addresses Needed:

Volume 6 • Issue2

– We are looking to update and enlarge our
e-mail database. Please contact the MSA
office and give us your e-mail address. Also,
help us save on postage. You can receive your
Michigan Snowmobile News online. For more
information, call (616) 361-2285. The MSA does
not sell or provide your e-mail address or other
confidential information to outside sources.
MSA only uses e-mail addresses for important
news blasts, calls to action or distribution of
your Michigan Snowmobile News.

Buy Your Trail Permit From
MSAs Office Directly: – For every
page 10

page 8

4

President’s Desk

5

Calendar of Events

6

Legislative Report

8

page 17

MSA and American Income Life Scholarship Winners

2014 scholarship winners announced. Take a look at this year’s winning essays.

2014 Convention and General Membership Meeting
10
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Members are invited to the Convention, planned for Oct. 24-26 at the Baymont
Inn & Suites and Conference Center (formerly the Ramada Inn), 4079 West US
Highway 10, Ludington. Make plans now to attend.

2014-15 Weather Forecasts

The Farmers’ Almanac predicts another cold and snow-filled winter.

Top Ten Mistakes Trailer Shoppers Make
13

A former design engineer, presenter, and sales professional provides education
for people in the search of a new trailer. His mission – to help MSA members
avoid being the next trailer road kill, stranded on the side of the road.

trail permit MSA sells $1.43 goes directly
to MSA. One dollar goes to MSA as the trail
permit seller, and $.43 goes to MSA as the
trail permit distributor.

When MSA sells 30,000 trail permits through
the office or our Web site, those funds allow
staff and the officers to attend important
meetings and monitor the issues. Meetings
that affect our trails and access go on weekly
in the state. If we are not there, we are
forgotten. We have to be represented at
these meetings and protect our right to ride.

Photo Contest: – Don’t forget

to submit last year’s ride photos to the
Michigan Snowmobile News photo contest.
Your photo could be on the cover of next
month’s magazine. E-mail your submission to
mmgrogitsky@hotmail.com.

17 News Notes
The Birth of a Michigan Snowmobile Trail
20 First in a series of articles about what it takes to develop, build, and maintain
snowmobile trails in Michigan.

MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

21 Don’t Let Michigan’s Premier Trail System Disappear
22 Safety First, Safety Always!
23 Snowmobile Marketplace & Snowmobile Destinations

Magazine Deadlines:

To have your announcements or information included in the pages of the
Michigan Snowmobile News please submit by the following deadlines:
November – Oct. 24
December – Nov. 25

Jan/Feb – Dec. 6
March – Feb. 10

CIRCULATION: The Michigan Snowmobile News is the official publication
of the Michigan Snowmobile Association, Inc., and is distributed as
part of the membership benefits of MSA. It is also circulated through
select promotional distribution. The Michigan Snowmobile News is
published six times a year (September, October, November, December,
January/February and March). WARNING: Some of the photographs in
this publication show action that may be potentially dangerous. We
encourage safe operation of all snowmobile equipment and advise you
not to attempt to duplicate any action that is seen on these pages. Let
your experience and skill guide you. The views and opinions expressed
by our readers are not necessarily those of the Michigan Snowmobile
Association or the Michigan Snowmobile News staff.

On the Cover: A group of riders from Ohio
riding in Jordan Valley. Photo taken by
Joanne Horstman.
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RON CORBETT

Getting Ready for This
Snowmobile Season

I

f you’re one of the lucky ones and have a new sled sitting in your garage or
on you trailer, congratulations. Now make sure you are in the know about
your new equipment. Read the owner’s manual. If you’re like me and will be
riding last year’s sled, do maintenance and repairs, or have a dealer do it for
you. Always be proactive.

2014 Executive Committee

Meet with Snowmobile Friends

Have preseason planning meetings. Plan trips, look at other places to
snowmobile, go to preseason shows, look for that new helmet or suit you
need, and don’t forget to visit your local dealer’s showroom.
Throughout the years (before our season), I’ve had many buddies over
to my garage to work on sleds, and to take care of normal maintenance. It’s
much easier to do in your garage then on the trail. Ok, to be very open about
everything, a good share of the time we would take new sleds and do a little
tweaking on them.
Just being with fellow snowmobilers and doing the things all of us need
to do to get ready for the season generates an era of excitement -- and
sometimes lasting memories . Don’t get me wrong. Nothing beats the
excitement of a snowmobile ride or memories created on that ride. The point
here is planning ahead helps make trips much more enjoyable. Planning ahead
helps us avoid the last minute, “What am I forgetting?”

Planning for a Successful Organization

Like planning for our upcoming season, all MSA members must plan for a
successful Organization. I’m asking each member to become more active with
MSA. You could become a volunteer. Help with an event put on by your local
MSA club. Maybe your club doesn’t have much going. Remember each club is
part of a council. Check with your club’s council delegate to see what events
other clubs are having.
Be active promoting your sport of snowmobiling. Use your influence to
recruit new members. New member recruitment is vital to MSA’s future. Our
records are showing that more MSA members are not rejoining. Over the
last several years I’ve worked MSA’s membership booth, and have been very
encouraged with the number of new people joining. MSA members must work
as hard on membership retention as we do on new membership recruitment.
Here again I’m asking you to use your influence. Look around, many of your
snowmobiling friends maybe part of that dropout group.
One last reminder; MSA accepts donations. We appreciate your support.
Track side down, Be Safe! 

Continued on page 22
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2014 Executive Board
President: Ron Corbett
(989) 306-0419 cell • corbett-r@att.net
Vice President: Al Green
(231) 775-6297 home • (231) 429-2183 cell
skidoosandhondas@gmail.com
Secretary: Maryann Noah
(906) 297-5989 home • (734) 358-9819 cell
noahfarm@hotmail.com
Treasurer: John Houk
(989) 734-7359 home • (989) 306-2545 cell
rjh42@hotmail.com
Past President: Bruce Wood
(231) 675-7669 cell
blwood@chartermi.net
REGION 1 - U.P.
Maryann Noah (906) 297-5989 home
(734) 358-9819 cell
noahfarm@hotmail.com
Gail Scott (906) 842-3217 home
(906) 458-3785 cell
gkscott@alphacomm.net
Jim Duke (906) 387-3941 home
(906) 235-8270 cell
jimduke@jamadots.com
Karyn Hautamaki (906) 235-8271 cell
snowygirl1@live.com
Stu Volkers (906) 297-3060 home
(906) 235-1109 cell • sleds2@centurytel.net
REGION 2 - NORTHERN LOWER MI
Al Green (231) 775-6297 home
(231) 429-2183 cell
skidoosandhondas@gmail.com
John Houk (989) 734-7359 home
(989) 306-2545 cell • rjh42@hotmail.com
Rod Altman (989) 734-4557 home
rbjaltman63@gmail.com
Don Wing (231) 775-3901 home
(231) 878-5267 cell • wingjudy@msn.com
Joe Kuchnicki
(231) 330-1549
snosports@centurylink.net
REGION 3 - SOUTHERN MI
Jim Dickie (989) 585-3794 home
(906) 748-0276 cell
r2d2jim@hotmail.com
David Low (269) 792-2707 home
(616) 550-2707 cell • ddlow@att.net
Rick Brown (269) 624-1083 home
rickgrape@hotmail.com
Tom Myers (989) 792-0692 home
(989) 245-1681 cell
tmyers61@sbcglobal.net
Ron VanderVliet
(616) 772-4949 home • (616) 218-3736 cell
rjvliet@charter.net
All M.S.A. Officers will be more than willing
to take calls at home, but ask that all
correspondence be directed to the M.S.A. office.
STAFF
Publisher: Michigan Snowmobile
Association
Managing Editor: Marie Grogitsky
Graphic Designer: Robert Miller
Advertising Sales: Marie Grogitsky
(810) 348-4855
mmgrogitsky@hotmail.com

�alendar o� �vents
Oct. 14: Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup (SAW) will meet from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at BJ’s Restaurant, 990 N. Center Ave., Gaylord. The
meeting is open to the public.
Oct. 24-26: Michigan Snowmobile Association (MSA) Annual
Meeting, Baymont Inn & Suites, 4079 West U.S. Hwy 20, Ludington. For
more information, call the MSA office at (616) 361-2285.
Nov. 7-9: SNOWMOBILE USA Show & Sale at the Suburban
Collection Showplace. 2014 sleds plus clothing, accessories, trailers,
performance parts, resorts, hotels, and scores of other snowmobile
related products. Show times are Friday from 5-10 p.m., Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
$10. Children 12 & under are FREE. For more information, please visit
www.snowmobileusa.com, or call (608) 223-6550.
Dec. 1: Michigan snowmobile trails officially open.
Dec. 4: Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup (SAW) will meet from
9 a.m. at Foggy’s Steakhouse & Lounge in Christmas. The meeting
is open to the public. Lodging facility is the White Pine Lodge, just
across the road from Foggy’s.
Dec. 5: MSA First Ride in Munising. Group will meet at 9 a.m. at
White Pine Lodge in Christmas. The ride is open to the public.
Dec. 6: MSA Board of Directors Meeting will be held in at 9 a.m. at
Foggy’s Steakhouse & Lounge in Christmas. The meeting is open to
the public.. For more information, call the MSA office
at (616) 361-2285.
Jan.16-26: International Snowmobile Safety Week. Many
local clubs and snowmobile associations take this time to teach
snowmobilers about safe riding. Many dealerships help by putting
on seminars, teaching customers how to maintain their sleds, and
keep them running in top condition. Visit www.snowmobile.org and
download a Safety Week Campaign Action Manual with ideas on how
to promote safety week and ideas for putting on safety week events.
Jan. 17: The Sixth Annual Blessing of the Sleds will be held starting
at 11a.m. at the Hillman, Michigan Fire Station. A Fun Run will follow
with all proceeds going to the Hillman E.M.S. equipment fund. For
more information, please call Ken (989) 657-4168.
Feb. 6-7: I-500 Snowmobile Race in Sault Ste. Marie. For more
information, visit www.i-500.com/c/.

Feb. 6-16: The 7th annual TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING WEEK.
Consider partnering with local clubs and other local businesses to
encourage non-snowmobiling friends or those who haven’t been
snowmobiling for a while to join us for a time of fun. Many have tried
snowmobiling for the first time with the experience resulting in the
purchase of a snowmobile and joining a club and association – all
because somebody asked them to come along. For more information
and ideas on sponsoring a TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING event, visit
www.gosnowmobiling.org.
Feb. 13-16: MSA Ride In, Kewadin Casino, Sault Ste Marie. Look for
more details in future editions of the Michigan Snowmobile News.
March 2-7: Clean Snowmobile Challenge at the Keweenaw
Research Center in Houghton.
March 6-7: MSA Groomer Work Shop at the Kewadin Casino in
Sault Ste Marie. For more information, call (616) 361-2285.
March 14: Veterans Snowmobile Ride in Seney.
March 31: Snowmobile trails in Michigan officially close.

Michi�an Snowmobile Education
& Advancement Fund

Honorarium & Memorial
Honor, Remember Friends, Family, or Events
Through a Donation to Support Snowmobile
Safety and Education Programs

In Appreciation …
All memorials and tributes will be acknowledged by the MSEAF
through a thank you letter to you, the donor. A special card will also
In honor of Gordon Bickel from Connie
be mailed letting the recipient or their family know that someone
Bickel
special has honored them with this MSEAF Honorarium and
Memorial. Memorials and tributes will also be recognized in the
pages of the Michigan Snowmobile News.
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Legislative Report
BY BILL MANSON

Are You a Hardcore Snowmobiler?

I

don’t know which way you answered that question, but I have news for you, YOU ARE a hardcore
snowmobiler! Why? Because you have taken the
time to join the only state association in Michigan
that advocates to keep your trails open to you.
If you are a member of the Michigan
Snowmobile Association (MSA), you are a hardcore
snowmobiler. You want to make snowmobiling
better in the state, and to do that you joined MSA!
As a member of MSA, you know that MSA works
with the Department of Natural Resources and your
state legislature on behalf of all snowmobilers in
the state of Michigan. There are 230, 000 registered
sleds in this state, in 115,000 households statewide.

And yet…

MSA membership continues to decline. We need
every current MSA member’s help! Get together
with that friend, relative, or riding buddy who isn’t
a member of MSA and tell them they need to join
the association. At one time the MSA had almost
25,000 members. It was then that the recession hit,
and apathy started to set in. That lack of interest
and concern continues, and our membership
numbers have continued to decline. For more than
10 years, MSA has felt that decline. We have to get
our membership numbers up!
Without MSA, Michigan would not have the
smooth, groomed trail system that all snowmobilers
have come to enjoy and expect. Michigan offers the
finest snowmobile trail system in the country, and
MSA is directly involved in maintaining, preserving,
and enhancing that trail system.
Without a strong MSA membership, our trail
system will change. Where else does a simple $25
(cost of an individual membership) get you access
to such beautiful winter scenery?

With Your $25 Membership …

Membership allows MSA to have a full-time
staff. Staff who attend DNR meetings, meet with
legislators, and go to national forest meetings.
Membership dollars also allow us to take

6
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legislators and officials out on snowmobile rides.
The single most important thing MSA does is to get
a non-snowmobiler (who is in a position of power)
on a sled out on the trail. We show them what
snowmobiling is all about. We show them first-hand
that snowmobiling is a fun, family recreation.
It does cost money to take these decisionmakers out on the trails, but the payback on that
investment can’t be measured. The relationships
we form on these rides have made a difference
when it comes to decisions related to our sport and
potential land closures.
We have to keep snowmobiling a “top-of-themind” sport when it comes to our legislators and
this takes money.
Also, let people know that by joining MSA, they
have greater legislative power. MSA is your voice
in Lansing and Washington, D.C. – monitoring
regulations and proposed legislation that will
affect snowmobiling. Again, stress to them that
without MSA’s involvement, continued monitoring
and influence, they wouldn’t have a trail system!
To further their voice in Lansing, MSA has a fulltime legislative consultant and a full-time office staff,
all working on snowmobile-related issues – locally,
statewide and in Washington, D.C.
Explain to non-members that MSA continues
to promote a positive image, proving that
snowmobilers are dedicated to charity work and
are strong environmentalists.

Facts to Inform Your
Riding Buddy

When you talk to that riding buddy, use some
of these facts. We all love to have fun out on those
trails, but there are things most snowmobilers
don’t know.
• Since the inception of MSA, 2,500 miles of quality
trail have been added to our state trail system
that now boasts of over 6,500 miles of marked
and groomed trails and over 30,000 more miles
of undeveloped trails in state and federal forests
where snowmobiling is permitted.

• There are 68 grant sponsors (a grant sponsors is
a club or business association) that maintain all
of the trails in the state of Michigan.
• It takes $5.13 a mile every time the groomer
moves to make your trails stay smooth.
• Pure Michigan and tourism dollars do not go
into Snowmobile Trail Improvement Fund.
• Nearly 100 percent of your trail permit money
and snowmobile registration dollars go
into Snowmobile Trail Improvement Fund
for the development, maintenance, and
improvement of snowmobile trails. A portion
of your trail permit dollars is returned to the
seller of the trail permit, and a portion of your
registration dollars is put into the permanent
trails fund.
• MSA is funded through membership, raffles,
and donations, NOT Trail Permits!
• MSA is the voice of all snowmobilers in the
state, not just its members, and MSA needs to
be supported by all snowmobilers.

We are at a pivotal point right now! Simply
put, we need to get more members. If we
don’t, our trails and our right to ride will start
to take a downward turn. We need to get MSA
membership numbers up, or we will see a drop
in services and potentially see trails close.

Membership Is Our Future

Please support your MSA by recruiting your
family, friends, and riding buddies. Let them
know how important their membership is to
the future of snowmobiling. Our recreation is
under constant attack. It is only through unity
and the proven strength that an organization
like MSA has that snowmobiling will continue
and grow. We must protect and preserve our
chosen recreation.
I know we are preaching to the choir (you
are a member of MSA), but it’s time for choir
to go out and preach for and with us. If you’re
too scared to sing, send us a list of your riding

buddies. Send us the e-mail of that friend
who isn’t a member of MSA, and we will send
information out to them. 

What Does MSA Do for Snowmobiling?
MSA is a non-profit, volunteer
organization dedicated to the success of
snowmobiling in Michigan. MSA facilitates
the over $10 million dollar snowmobile
program, that is funded 100 percent by
you – the snowmobiler.
MSA also Works at:
• Protecting and Preserving Your Privilege to
Ride
• Representing Your Rights
• Promoting Your Rights
• Keeping You Informed
• Promoting Safe and Responsible Use
• Maintaining and Enhancing Trails
• Sponsoring Fun-Filled Family Activities

If You’re Like Most Motorsports Enthusiasts, You’ve Personalized Your Machine To Do Exactly
What You Want: Perform To MAXIMUM Ability, And SHOUT “I Have Arrived”!

If You’re So Dedicated To Being “The Man”, Then Take a Little Time To Research The Difference Between
A Beck’s Trailer vs. The Others. You’ll Quickly Learn Why More People Purchase Here vs. ALL Other Dealers
Get $500 FREE
Parts or Add-Ons
With This Ad!
Limit 1 Promo/Purchase

Aluminum Enclosed In-line Snow/Atv Trailers From Only $4,129

ALL October Purchases Qualify For Becks
“WIN YOUR PURCHASE” Don’t Miss Out.

See All Details at BecksTrailerStore.com

1200 IN-Stock
Best Prices
100% Satisfaction

Becks!
Becks!1-888-729-2325
BecksTrailerStore.com
Trailer SUPER-Store & Service Center
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Morgan Gross

Awarded 2014 MSA and American Income Life Scholarship

T

he American Income Life and the Michigan Snowmobile
Association (MSA) are pleased to announce the winner
of the 2014 $2,000 college scholarship – Morgan Gross.
Gross graduated from Rockford High School with a 3.4 GPA
and attends Ferris State University where he has a 3.1 GPA.

The Economic Importance of
Snowmobiling
by Morgan Gross

I have been snowmobiling in Michigan since I was seven,
and along with my parents, I have been a member of the
Trailriders Snowmobile Club in Baldwin, Michigan for the
past eight years. I have participated in fall trail signing and
club events including meetings and open houses. For the
past two winters, I have been grooming trails on a weekly
basis. I have enjoyed riding the Michigan snowmobile trail
system and have visited scenic areas including Lake of the
Clouds, the Keweenaw Peninsula, and Tahquamenon Falls as
well as traveled across most of the extensive network of trails
in the Lower Peninsula.
In my snowmobile travels across Michigan, I have noticed
a common theme. In the winter months, snowmobiling is
often the primary activity and sometimes the only activity
that brings people and their money into many parts of
the state. Snowmobiling therefore provides an important
stimulus for the Michigan economy by driving tourism
during the winter months in many northern areas that would
otherwise be virtual ghost towns when the snow flies.
Snowmobiling does more than just attract riders to our
state. It provides jobs for many industries including service
stations, lodging, and dining as well as snowmobile rentals,
sales and service. Snowmobile clubs also frequently host and
support winter activities such as “fun” runs, veterans’ rides,
winter carnivals, and charity ride ins. These events attract
local and out-of-state riders for various causes which further
increases local spending and tourism.
According to a study performed by Michigan State
University professor Chuck Nelson, snowmobilers spent $412

8
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million to ride in the
state in the 2009-10
season. Additionally,
snowmobiling
supported
approximately 4,000
Michigan jobs.
Snowmobile clubs
in Michigan provide
an important element
by developing and
maintaining the
6,500 miles Michigan
snowmobile trail
system. The size and
quality of our trail
system is why people
come from other
states to snowmobile
here each winter. Without the efforts of the volunteer clubs
as well as community support the trail system would be
inferior, and snowmobiling would likely not be a significant
tourist activity in Michigan.
There are some hidden benefits to the Michigan economy
as well. Clubs buy equipment, fuel, and other necessities
from local vendors. When a groomer becomes stuck, local
towing and excavating companies are hired to recover the
equipment. In short, maintaining the trail system drives
additional economic activity.
I got involved in snowmobiling because I enjoyed being
outdoors in the winter and every year I look forward to
winter and riding the Michigan snowmobile trail system.
Through my involvement in a snowmobile club, I now have
a much better understanding of the economic benefits
that snowmobiling has in the state. Snowmobiling is
an important part of Michigan’s economy, and it drives
commerce during the winter months when tourism would
otherwise be minimal. 

Lisa Warrior

Named Patricia K. Jernberg Nursing Scholarship Winner

N

ow in its ninth year, the Patricia K. Jernberg Scholarship
was established to honor a beloved wife, mother, and
nurse who love to ride snowmobiles. This year’s $500
winner is Lisa Warrior.
Warrior graduated from Walled Lake Central with a 3.8
GPA. She is attending Davenport University where she
maintains a 3.6 GPA.
The Patricia K. Jernberg Scholarship was established
by Patricia’s family through MSA. Patricia was a dedicated
nurse, having worked a as a critical care nurse at Spectrum
Health-Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids for 30 years.
She was also an avid snowmobiler. Along with her family and
her faith, nursing and snowmobiling were her great loves.
She and her husband were riders, MSA members, and loved
attending the MSA Ride-In.

by Lisa Warrior
Communities benefit from all types of careers, but nursing
may be one of the most important. While police officers and
fire fighters provide obvious safety to the community, nurses
provide the underlying feelings of security. Having a nurse
that you know and trust just a phone call away is a luxury
that many people overlook.
Nurses are a wealth of information as well as comfort
and understanding. The extensive schooling nurses must
endure provides them with the tools to be the backbone
of a community. They are always ready to respond in an
emergency, but also willing to look at the “weird rash.”

Nurses are ready to
share their knowledge with
others. Nurses can help
explain to others why their
doctors gave them a certain
kind of medication and even
help them with how much
and what kind of over the
counter medications they
should take. This type of
knowledge can save the
lives of members of the
community. It can prevent
overdosing and allergic
reactions. On the other
side of that, nurses are
able to react in situations
such as an overdose or
allergic reactions. They are
trained in emergency situations to react and handle high
emotions. Additionally, nurses know how to converse with
others. They are educated on therapeutic communication,
which allows them to understand what a person is really
saying, by interpreting their body language, voice tone,
and mannerisms. Nurses are an integral member of the
community; without them our communities wouldn’t
function smoothly. 

Congratulations!
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Last Chance:

Register Now for 2014 MSA Convention

T

here is still time to register for the 2014 Michigan
Snowmobile Association (MSA) Convention, planned
for Oct. 24-26 at the Baymont Inn & Suites and
Conference Center (formerly the Ramada Inn), 4079 West
US Highway 10, Ludington.
Registration packages are only available through the MSA
office for $70 per person. Registration includes admission to the
reception, both breakfasts, and the banquet.
MSA has also made provisions for specific activities and
meals. A ticket for admission to the Friday Evening Reception
is $20 per person, and a ticket for admission to the Saturday
evening Awards Banquet will be $40 per person. A Children’s
Package for ages 8 - 14 is available for $50, but if they want a
reception only or banquet only ticket, the price will remain at
$20 and $40, respectively. There will be no charge for children
7 years and younger, but those 15 and older are full price.
Registration and reservations for lodging at the
Baymont Inn & Suites have to be made through the MSA
office in order to receive the discounted rate of $65 per
night. There are a limited number of suites available for
reservation, and ten handicap accessible rooms are available
in the MSA block. To register for the convention, call the MSA
office at (616) 361-2285, ask for Karen.

The Business of Snowmobiling

On Friday, guests are invited to an Ice-Breaker Reception,
complete with hors d’ oeuvres and a cash bar. The event will
begin at 7 p.m., and admission is only open to those who have
registered for the convention with the MSA office. MSA will
be sponsoring a Silent Auction throughout the weekend as
a fundraiser.
Saturday’s buffet breakfast will begin at 7 a.m. After
breakfast, MSA President Ron Corbett and several other guest
speakers will help get those in attendance excited and ready for
the general membership meeting at 10 a.m.
The MSA general membership meeting reconvenes
promptly at 1:30 p.m. to complete the business portion of the
event and concludes with first nominations of candidates for
2015 MSA officer positions.

Trail Building 101

Also on Saturday, a seminar on trail building will be hosted
by MSA. The seminar will include representatives from the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the U.S. Forest Service
and a Michigan Grant Sponsor.
This seminar with take attendees through all the steps
needed to put a working trail on the ground. Discussions
will include where to start, what paperwork is needed, what
10
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steps are different on
state land, federal lands and private lands. The
meeting will end with a ½ hour question and answer session.
Saturday evening festivities start with a social hour at 6
p.m., and will be followed by the MSA Banquet and Awards
Presentations at 7 p.m. Also, be sure to look over the items up
for the Silent Auction and get your bids in before the final bell
sounds at 7 p.m.
Sunday’s buffet breakfast will begin at 8 a.m., followed by
an abbreviated meeting to complete any unfinished business,
nominations will be closed and elections held for 2015 MSA
officers. A new MSA Executive Committee will then be appointed.
The convention will close with closing remarks from Corbett.
The MSA Convention is a time for sharing, getting the latest
updates and hearing about the activities of MSA through
reports of its officers. It is also a time to enjoy the company of
others who share the passion and enjoyment of snowmobiling.
So this year, make the commitment to send some of your
members to the Baymont Inn & Suites and Conference Center
in Ludington. 

What: MSA 2014 Convention
When: Oct. 24-26, 2014
Where: Baymont Inn & Suites and
Conference Center (formerly the Ramada
Inn) in Ludington
Full Registration: $70 per person
Hotel Accommodations: $65 per night,
plus tax
For more information contact the MSA
Office at (616) 361-2285.

The Farmers’ Almanac Predicts a Colder Winter

T

he Farmers’ Almanac is once again predicting a colder winter
for much of the nation this year. The publication has been
predicting the weather since 1818 and touts an 80 percent
success rate.
The 223 year old chronicle of climate - the Old Farmers’ Almanac
(a different publication from the Farmers’ Almanac) predicts a super
cold winter in the Eastern two-thirds of the country.
In the words of the author of the Farmers’ Almanac, “We should
look at this upcoming winter as not just colder -- but think of it as a
‘Refriger-NATION’.”

SNOW BUSINESS...

This is a substantively different forecast
than the global warming crowd is
putting out!
The Farmers’ Almanac historically publishes this time of year,
enabling farmers and others to order enough heating oil, wood for
the wood burning stove, and salt for the roads. It’s best to prepare
for the real winter that’s coming!
Normal precipitation is expected over most of the U.S. and
Canada, and the Farmers’ Almanac has noted that the first 10 days
of January will be a time for active wintery weather featuring heavy
amounts of snow.
This looks like a great time to be inventorying your sweaters,
your snowmobile clothing, your boots, your socks, and think about
purchasing a new snowmobile! This winter should be a fun one for
outdoor winter enthusiasts. Here are the Farmers’ Almanac’s maps
presenting the 2014-15 winter outlook for the U.S. and Canada: 

...is our business
NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST DEALER OF SNOW GROOMING VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT

Take On the Snow with Track
Track is the Midwest’s source for competitively priced, reliable, new and used snow
grooming equipment and vehicles. We offer a wide range of versatile groomers
and trail maintenance equipment from top manufactures. We have brought safe
and fun, groomed snow trails to thousands of snow sport enthusiasts, including
snowmobilers, alpine and cross-country skiers and snowboarders. Whether you
have thin snow, hard snow, soft snow, wide trails or narrow trails, we can help you
find the snow trail equipment to help you produce a superior trail.

call us today! 952.888.7372 | www.trackinc.com
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You ride. We invent.
You lean. We tweak.
You pin. We reinvent.
You corner. We transform.
You never stop. We never stop.
We share something: a push to make snowmobiling better.
You feel that push cutting a tighter corner or ripping down
a straightaway. We feel it coming up with ideas like the
adjustable rMotion™ rear suspension, REV-XS™ platform,
Rotax® engines and the new RAS™ 2 front suspension.
When you push and we push, we break through.
Then we start pushing all over again.

Never Stop puShiNg™

2015 MXZ®

2-year

b u m p e r -t o - b u m p e r

Wa r r a n t y

†
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$
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TOP Mistakes

10

Made by Trailer
Shoppers

by Robert Baker, Beck’s Trailer SUPER Store & Service Center

‡

offer ends november 30, 2014
F i n d o u t m o r e at s k i- d o o . c o m

© 2014 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. All rights reserved. ®, ™
Trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. Products
are distributed in the United States (US) by BRP U.S. Inc. Offers valid at
participating Ski-Doo® dealers on new and unused 2014 and 2015 Ski-Doo
snowmobile (excluding racing models and units sold under the Spring Fever
promotion) purchased, delivered and registered between August 1, 2014 and
November 30, 2014. †2-year Bumper-to-Bumper warranty: Consumers will
receive a 2-year BRP limited warranty. Summit Sport, Renegade Sport 600 Carb
and MXZ Sport 600 Carb models are excluded from this offer. Subject to the
exclusions, limitations of liabilities and all other terms and conditions of BRP’s
standard limited warranty contract, including without limitation the exclusions
of damages caused by abuse, abnormal use or neglect. ◊Save up to $1,000 on
Select 2014 modelS: Rebate amount depends on the model purchased. ‡Great
FInancInG: Low financing rates are available. Subject to credit approval.
Approval and any rates and terms provided are based on credit worthiness.
Multiple financing offers available. Other qualifications and restrictions may
apply. Financing promotion void where prohibited. BRP is not responsible for
any errors, changes or actions related to the financing provided by the financial
institutions. See your Ski-Doo dealer for details. Promotions are subject to
termination or change at any time without notice. Offer may not be assigned,
traded, sold or combined with any other offer unless expressly stated herein.
Offer void where restricted or otherwise prohibited by law. BRP reserves the right,
at any time, to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features,
models or equipment without incurring any obligation. Always consult your
snowmobile dealer when selecting a snowmobile for your particular needs and
carefully read and pay special attention to your Operator’s Guide, Safety Video,
Safety Handbook and to the safety labelling on your snowmobile. Always ride
responsibly and safely. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet.
Always observe applicable local laws and regulations. Don’t drink and drive.

M

ichigan families have some of the
best snowmobiling and off-road
trails in the nation. Organizations
like the Michigan Snowmobile Association
(MSA) and manufacturers alike, such as
LEGEND Manufacturing Inc., not only cater
to these industries, but also invest in the
preservation and protection of land, trails,
regulations, and safety.
That being said, constant pressure and
regulations limiting snowmobiling in more
rural areas force families to find greater
fun snowmobiling in the remote northern
regions of the state. Some of my own
favorite memories when I reminisce of with
my own father surface every time I hear
someone start a story saying, “One time,
when we were up north ...” I think we all
have an “UP NORTH” story that makes our
hearts smile.
I’m confident snowmobiling in Michigan
will do the same for you and your family.
Unfortunately, my father has since passed
away, and memories like mine can never
be replaced. So make the moment count in
your family by gearing up now and getting
out this winter.
There’s never been a better time than
RIGHT NOW!
With the advancements in technology,
high performance machines, miles of
remote trails, and increasing growing
winter seasons, there’s never been a better
time to make the moment count.
Recreating with motor sports today
usually involves transporting your Toy’s-ofJoy and family safely. This means having
a trailer to tow your prize possessions
including that MEGATRON-LIKE Vehicle-ofChoice -- also known as a snowmobile, UTV,
or ATV.
After a reasonable investment of time
and money, few things are more frustrating
than having a trailer break-down on your

trip. Every weekend it seems trailers are
broken down on the side of the road,
leaving people frustrated or stranded,
turning their “would be” outdoor adventure
into a series of vulgar lyrics not heard in
even the worst of rap songs.
Part of my goal as a former design
engineer, presenter, and sales professional
is to help educate people on how to avoid
being the next trailer road kill, stranded on
the side of the road. To aide in your trailer
decisions, I offer you the Top 10 Mistakes
Trailer Shoppers Make!

#1

Watch Out for Over
Promise and Under
Delivering Syndrome

No one likes a sale person who overpromises and under-delivers. After all, we
have all been sold something we regret.
Buying a poorly designed or manufactured
trailer you expected to last is no exception.
Unfortunately, when buyer’s remorse
happens with an item that cost a few
thousand dollars the sting is a bit greater
than say buying a spoiled gallon of milk.
Anyone can make a claim to have the
best trailer, and it seems everyone does.
But buyer-beware, not all trailers are
equal. Many trailers are really built for the
occasional user and priced to sell -- not
necessarily to last.
Remember, there is relatively No
standard required for manufacturing a
trailer. Outside of lights that work and
a load-rated coupler manufacturers are
FREE to build a trailer with thin materials,
limited welds, weak joints, poor bonds,
or otherwise inferior designs. Remember,
weak welds are always weak welds. Welds
are arguably the single greatest factor that
hold a trailer together and resist the many

Continued on page 14
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Top 10 Mistakes Made By Trailer Shoppers

forces applied. When it comes to welds, longer, deeper, and stronger are a
good guideline to look for.
Longer weld beads come from having more surface area to weld to
and deeper welds are often a function of better joint design and thicker
materials. A snowmobile trailer with a six-inch full perimeter frame and
150 –200 inches of weld securing tongue assembly to a full perimeter
frame is much better than a 4-inch perimeter frame with maybe just 60
inch of weld or less.
Likewise, a stack-on frame design (noted by a long “V-shape” tongue
extending under the cargo area and having cross-members that are
stacked on top crossways) could be compared to the difference between a
trailer house and a custom built home in quality and value.
Some manufactures advertise an all aluminum frame, with torsion
axles for an extremely low cost. Consumers fail to realize the impact that a
torsion axle can stamp into a weak frame, causing major expense to fix.
The bottom line is, anyone can say, “Mine is better.” There are notable
differences that make one trailer last decades, while another (advertised
as the same trailer) might last a just a few years. I recommend you take
time to visit a reputable dealer that has knowledgeable people who can
help you compare and takes the time to explain the differences.

Understanding the Four Forces of
#2 Not
Trailer Destruction

A quality trailer is not rocket science, but it is a little about physics,
engineering, and overcoming predictable forces applied. Every trailer
on the road has at least four primary forces to overcome, and a trailer
built top-to-bottom, designed specifically to resist these forces is a better
trailer.
The first force to overcome is trailer oscillation; a natural road wear-like
vibration that happens in all trailers. It can crack weak welds, separate
panels, manifest leaks, loosen fasteners and separate, migrate or crack
glued seams.
The second force is flexing and torqueing. Driving 50 mph and getting
hit with a 50 mph cross wind will flex any trailer. A rear door jam is often
the most vulnerable. Let’s face it; a trailer is a 7-feet sail that receives the
same kind of wind force that moves ships around the ocean. All trailers
are prone to flex, torque and twist. Weak rear or front door headers,
unreinforced door frames, thin-wall tubing under a torsion axle frame, are
all vulnerable to high maintenance cost, side-of-the-road breakdowns and
limited life spans.
The third force is expansion and contraction. Changes in temperature
or moisture content can wreak havoc. Overtime freezing and thawing can
cause great trouble time. Poorly framed vents can expand, leak, and cause
water damage; Floors and adhesives can delaminate, migrate or crack.
A glued seam may freeze and literally crack or separate, where a better
quality epoxy will not.
The forth force is corrosion: either by rust, electrolysis, oxidization, salt
or friction. Transitioning from steel to aluminum structure is beneficial, but
not just any aluminum will do. A thin wall stud, with a coated rivet can break
down the coating and cause a dingy rust look on what consumers assume
to be a rust proof fastener.
Unprotected contact with steel and aluminum will cause rapid electro14

VOLUME 6 ISSUE 2 • MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE NEWS • MSASNOW.ORG

chemical erosion called electrolysis, which can quickly deteriorate any trailer
like rust on steroids. Steel is always steel, susceptible to rusting, particularly
if there is no moisture barrier in the overlapping exterior panels. An S-lock
joint may be great in the sealing, but fitting an S-lock between panels is all
but impossible to seal long term.
These are a few of the common forces outside of consumer neglect
and abuse, that cause the average trailer to last as little as three to seven
years before having a critical failure or expensive repair.

the
#3Buying
Hype

Sales’ Jockeys love to sell hype and appeal to your emotions. The
internet is the perfect place for false hype. Have you ever seen the picture
of the best-looking burger at a fast food joint, only to buy one and be
disappointed with your “Mini-Mac?”
Internet and phone shoppers are the most vulnerable to filtering out
quality based on a picture and a promise, mostly motivated by emotions,
hype and price --foregoing quality. Remember, all ads have one purpose,
to get you to call and come in. Ads appeal to your emotions, regardless
of your needs. Pictures of any product may look good, but how much of
what you thought you were buying is hype. The problem is even a poor
salesman can sell rotten food to a hungry person wanting to eat now.
That’s when you usually don’t get what you expected.
The best thing you can do is physically go see trailers and compare.
Ask if the wall studs are Z-channel, tubing, or hat-post? See if a tube wall
is less than .060 inch wall thickness. Compare the frame, and see if it’s a
full perimeter, or if it’s a 6-inch frame, a 4-inch frame, or a partial perimeter
frame. Look for weak joint designs.
Attend a reputable trade show, or visit dealers with a large selection of
models who take the time to explain the details and not just sell you the
hype. Before investing thousands of dollars and regretting your purchase,
invest an hour of your time to receive a thorough explanation or take a
tour of what I call “Tongue-To-Tail, Top-To-Bottom.” Watch out for salesman
who makes generalizations without details. Ask about the tongue, roof,
door jams, bonding agents, flooring, warranties and materials that make it
a great trailer.
Ask who will service your trailer if something does go wrong and
where you might have to take it to do so. If it’s back to the manufacturer,
do you know where that is? If you do these things, you are less likely to
“GET SOLD” on the hype.

#4 Impulsive
Buying

Have you ever heard the old adage “Never grocery shop when you are
hungry?” This applies to trailers too. Before you trailer shop, make a list of
“must have” items and a list of “preferred to have” options. Explain to your
trailer professional what you are hauling, how far, how often, and what type
of lifestyle or taste you have. This will help you make sure you are targeting
the right trailer. If financing, set a reasonable monthly budget you know you
can meet without becoming “trailer poor.” At the same time, you are better
off seeking a longer loan to reduce your payment and get the right trailer
that you’ll be happy with, than to buy one now and trade it in later.

If married, offer to get your spouse and or kids involved. They usually
like feeling part of the process and offer valid input. Everyone is happy.
I know many spouses will just say, “Whatever you want honey,” but
they will appreciate your decision more when you include them in the
decision-making process. Be sure to establish a set of personal questions,
beginning with your wish list.
I think we have all learned, “The pain of buying the right thing happens
just once; while the pain of buying the wrong thing happens every day
you own it, look at it, wake up to it, pay for it, and use it. If you are less
impulsive, chances are you’ll make a better decision on which quality of
trailer is best for your needs, your taste, and your budget.

here’s No Service From Your Internet
#5TService

The technology wave that made the word GOOGLE become the
most commonly used verb in history is amazing. But while you may
have internet service, you will never get service and support from
the internet. It’s one thing to buy a trailer, but if you try to GOOGLE
yourself to exhaustion without physically looking at trailers, there’s a
good chance you will buy the perception of the trailer you’re looking
at, and not the trailer you thought you were buying.
Internet shopping creates a lot of false expectations -- bait and

switch scenarios, wasted time driving to pick up a trailer not even in
stock, and disappointing results for many people. A good facility will
be able to customize, install components, and the personalization of
your trailer just the way you want it.
Things like adding a window, e-track, vents, lighting, wheels or track
matting are common features people often upgrade in their trailer at
time of purchase. This just can’t be accomplished online, and doing
it after-the-fact is often expensive, not warranted the same, and time
consuming.
When it comes to service, the fact is there are no perfect
manufacturers. When something goes wrong how quickly do you want
your trailer to be fixed? How much do you want to pay to do so? You
may have to take it back to the manufacturer, wherever that is, unless
you buy your trailer from a place with a service center.
Remember, there’s no service work done on the internet. It’s done
at a qualified facility by qualified professionals with qualified tools,
knowledge, and resources. 
Look to the pages of the November issue of the Michigan Snowmobile
News for five more mistakes that trailer shoppers make.
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& Discounts!
Special Show Prices
For Snowmobiling!
Everything You Need

SA.com
www.SNOWMOBILEU

See everything for 2015 at Snowmobile USA
2015 Snowmobile & ATV Models - Clothing & Accessories - Performance Parts - Open & Enclosed Trailers - Graphics
Destination Information - Resorts & Lodges - Snowmobile Clubs - Racing Associations - Magazines - Maps - Antiques
Western & Canadian Information - Swap Meets - Safety Classes - And Much More!

Milwaukee, WI - October 17-19, 2014
WI Expo Center, 84th & Greenfield Ave.

Wisconsin’s best-known Snowmobile Show returns to the 200,000 sq. ft. Wisconsin
Exposition Center, in West Allis. Check out 2015 factory displays from Arctic Cat,
Polaris, Ski-doo and Yamaha. Get the best pre-season deals and check out all that is
snowmobiling under one roof!
As an added bonus check out the swap meet held all weekend long. For swap
meet info, please call 414-299-0330 or visit www.waukeshasnow.org.
A Wisconsin DNR state certified safety class will take place on Saturday only.
For registration please call 262-252-3496.

ONE-STOP SHOPPING

Novi, MI - November 7-9, 2014

Suburban Collection Showplace, 46100 Grand River
ICES
SPECIAL SHOW PR

& DISCOUNTS

Enjoy the “WORLD’S LARGEST INDOOR SNOWMOBILE SHOW” at the Suburban
Collection Showplace with over 220,000 sq. ft. of display space packed with all that’s
new for 2015. Set aside the whole weekend and bring the family to check out the
newest in snowmobiling. Talk face to face with factory reps from Arctic Cat, Polaris,
Ski-Doo and Yamaha. See the new 2015 models in their huge factory displays.
To register for the one-day Snomads Snofari Snowmobile Club Safety Class,
taught by state certified instructors, please register online at www.snomads.org.
You don’t miss out on the “WORLD’S LARGEST INDOOR SNOWMOBILE SHOW”
and all that it has to offer!

ADMISSION
Adults
12 and under

SHOW HOURS
$10.00
FREE

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

YOUR SNOWMOBILE SU
PERSTORE

Produced by Leisure Features, Inc. • 1525 North Railroad Street - Eagle River WI, 54521 • 608-223-6550

2014-2015 Leisure.indd 1
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NEWS NOTES
Participants in Woody’s 5th
Annual Charity Event Raise
$10,526 for Pink Ribbon Riders

International Engineering & Manufacturing,
Inc. (IEM), maker of Woody’s traction products,
held their 5th Annual Golf Outing on Aug.
15, 2014. Many returning teams, along with a
couple new teams, came together in efforts
to raise funds for Pink Ribbon Riders (PRR).
The five-year running total raised for PRR has
surpassed $48,000.
Early Bird team registrations reached a
record high as each team member received
a complimentary 4-piece golf gift set if
registered by June 1. Twenty-seven teams
joined in the 2014 event. Sponsorships and
prize/auction donations from industry partners
and local businesses were again outstanding
and undeniably contributed in the overall
money raised.
The week leading up to the outing brought
in plenty of rain, but the course dried up just
in time for the 18-hole scramble. The 108
participants checked in early morning at the
Beech Hollow Golf Course in Freeland, Mich.
Throughout the day, players gave their best
shot at winning a $10,000 Hole-In-One, 2014
Can-Am Maverick Hole-In-One, on hole number
13. There were also many other hole prizes.
Again this year, golfers had the opportunity to
browse through a large selection of donated
items for the silent auction displayed at hole
number 14.
After a great day of play, teams joined under
the pavilion area where they were treated to
a delicious chicken dinner prepared by Beech

Mark Your Calendar for
Snowmobile Safety Week

Snowmobilers are invited to participate in
the International Snowmobile Safety Week,
being held Jan. 17-25, 2015. Many local clubs
and snowmobile associations take this time
to teach snowmobilers about safe riding, and
many dealerships help by putting on seminars
teaching customers how to maintain their sleds

(L to R) Mike Corcoran, June Corcoran, Tom Myers, Jim Dickie. The team representing MSA won best dressed for the golf outing.
Hollow. During dinner, Kali Wissner shared a
story and accepted a $500 Pink Ribbon Riders
financial gift card on her mother’s behalf. Kali’s
mother, Mary Wissner, was unable to make the
event due to a treatment appointment to help
in her battle with breast cancer. In addition to
speaking, Kali was able to volunteer at the golf
outing -- along with nine others who helped
with event activities.
and keep them running in top condition. Visit
www.snowmobile.org and download a Safety
Week Campaign Action Manual with ideas
on how to promote safety week and ideas for
putting on safety week events. Check it out!
The Go Snowmobiling campaign is
expanding as more people check out the Web
site for information on how to get started
in snowmobiling. It’s a great information

Team TechMet Carbides, Inc. took first place
and was awarded $480, which they donated
back to the cause. The second place position
was held by LMB Speedshop getting $260. Both
winning skins teams donated their money back,
along with most of the 50/50 winnings giving
back to PRR. 

source for all snowmobilers with many links
to other snowmobile related web sites. We
encourage you to check out the www.
gosnowmobiling.org site! 

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17

News Notes
Don’t Forget to TAKE A FRIEND
SNOWMOBILING

Part of Go Snowmobiling is the TAKE A
FRIEND SNOWMOBILING campaign. The 7th
annual week is scheduled for Feb. 6-16, 2015
Join in – and ask some friends, some
motorcyclists, or ATVers to go snowmobiling.
Many have tried snowmobiling for the first time
with the experience resulting in the purchase
of a new or used snowmobile -- all because
somebody asked them to come along and try
out our winter recreation of choice.
Grow your organization by partnering with
local businesses and chambers of commerce
to encourage our non-snowmobiling
friends to join us for a time of fun. For more
information and ideas on throwing a TAKE A
FRIEND SNOWMOBILING event, visit www.
gosnowmobiling.org. Our Campaign Guide
contains many great ideas! 

Yellowstone Announces Lottery
for New Non-Commercially
Guided Snowmobile Access
Program

An application and lottery process has been
put in place for those interested in obtaining
a permit to take a non-commercially guided
snowmobile trip into Yellowstone National
Park this winter. Applications were sought in
early September. This is the first year of the
lottery process for non-commercially guided
snowmobile trips into Yellowstone.

18

A permit is required for all non-commercially
guided snowmobile groups to enter the park.
The program to allocate permits is being run
as a lottery, with applications accepted online
at http://recreation.gov. Lottery winners were
drawn on Oct. 3, and any remaining or cancelled
permits will be available on a first-come,
first-served basis through the same webpage
starting in November.
The Non-commercially Guided Snowmobile
Access Program was authorized in the 2013
final Winter Use Rule. The program allows one
non-commercially guided group per day to
enter Yellowstone from each of its four winter
entrances. Trips can range in length from one to
three days. A maximum of five snowmobiles is
permitted in each group and all snowmobiles
must meet the Best Available Technology
standard in effect at the time of entry.
Permit holders are considered guides
and must be at least 18 years old by the first
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day of the trip. All snowmobile operators
in a non-commercially guided trip must
possess a state-issued driver’s license and
have successfully completed the online
Yellowstone Snowmobile Education
Certification program, which will be available
starting in November 2014.
The development of the Non-commercially
Guided Snowmobile Access Program has
had significant stakeholder involvement. In
particular, the State of Wyoming, through
Governor’s Office and the State Trails
Program, has provided critical support for
the development of the required on-line
snowmobile education course.
Additional details regarding the program
can be found at http://www.nps.gov/yell/
parkmgmt/ngsap.htm. 

Michigan Snowmobile News

Photo Contest
Send Your Photos From the Trail!
$

Win 50!

The Winning Photo Will be Featured on the
Cover of the Michigan Snowmobile News!
Send Entries to: 4543 S. Division Ave Wyoming, MI 49548
Or e-mail: mmgrogitsky@hotmail.com

Better Rides, Better Riders

2014

Renegade

WWW.FISHANDHUNTSHOP.COM

ONLY 1 HOUR WEST OF
MACKINAC BRIDGE IN CURTIS, MI
OPEN EVERY DAY
www.fishandhuntshop.com

Toll Free
877-586-9531

Clothing,
Rental
Packages
with
Lodging
® TM Trademark of Bombardier
Recreational Products Inc.or its
affiliates

SAVE $100s
NOW ON OVER 100
NEW & USED
SKI-DOO SLEDS
IN STOCK

Rental of MX-Z & RENEGADE
Rental Locations thru out the Eastern U.P.
Rental Snowmobile Models, from $179 per day

“Give this application to a friend”
Please Mail To:
MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION
4543 S. Division Ave
Wyoming, MI 49548
This is my application
for membership in the
MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

Join the MSA Today!
PLEASE CHECK THE CORRECT DUES AMOUNT:

MSA Life Membership Reinstated:

Must provide proof of age.

o SINGLE/ FAMILY - $25*/ 1 yr. o CLUB - $25*/ 1 yr. o COMMERCIAL - $50*/1 yr.

o Age 0-29- $1,000

Payment must be paid in full

o Age 30-39 - $800

within one calendar year. New

o Age 40-49 - $600

Life Members will be provided

o SINGLE/FAMILY - $60*/ 3 yrs.

o Age 50-59 – $400

a personalized MSA jacket.

* Non U.S. members add $30. All payments must be in U.S. funds.

o Age 60 and over $300

Current life members may

PLEASE CHECK THE CORRECT DUES AMOUNT:

PAYMENT: o Check

o VISA o MASTERCARD

o Discover

make a $100 donation and
receive a life member coat.

Card No._________________________________________________ Exp. Date____________________________________

I Want to Be a
Part of the
Michigan Snowmobile
Association

Cardholder Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________________________

Name___________________________________________________ Spouse (if a family membership)_____________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (_____) ____________________________________________Club______________________________________

MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

E-mail address______________________________________________________________________________________
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The Birth of a
Snowmobile Trail
in Michigan

Specific Criteria for a New Trail

The following is a list of some of the criteria used when a new trail
or trail reroute is being considered.
• Does the appropriate FRD Unit Office support the proposed trail?
• Does the proposed trail fit within the planned snowmobile trail
system approved by the Department?
• Does the proposed trail avoid plowed roads, except for short,
incidental portions (bridge crossings, etc.)?
• Will the proposed trail route avoid the frozen surface of all lakes,
ponds, streams and rivers?
• Can the proposed trail meet minimum State trail standards?
• Does the new trail connect existing trails or communities?
• Will the proposed trail be located on public lands?
• Will the proposed trail be located on private lands?
• Does the trail sponsor have required written permissions secured?
• Does the organization submitting the snowmobile trail
development proposal have, or have access to, adequate
equipment to maintain the proposed trail?
• Are estimated costs for development reasonable and, considering
current funding, feasible?
• Is funding available for development and ongoing maintenance of
the proposed trail?
20
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his article is the first in a series on the “building” of a snowmobile trail
in Michigan. For the average snowmobiler not involved in trail building and maintenance, it can be easy to overlook the efforts of those,
mainly volunteers, who work on developing, maintaining and keeping
Michigan snowmobile trails open.
The Michigan snowmobile trail program began as a small, loop trail
system, with the goal of tying those loops together into an interconnected
system of trails. Now, the primary long-term goal of the Michigan
snowmobile program is the development of an interconnected network
of groomed snowmobile trails from the Michigan-Indiana border to the
Straits of Mackinaw, and all across the Upper Peninsula.
A second long term goal is to establish a system of permanent, public
land trails throughout the state.

The Best Trail System in the World

Michigan boasts of more than 6,500 miles of marked groomed trail
throughout the state. Of that, 50 percent of those trails are located
on private land, 25 percent are located on state-owned land, and 25
percent are located on federal lands in the three national forests located
in the state. Michigan offers one of the most extensive systems of
interconnected snowmobile trails in the nation. It takes millions of dollars
and hundreds of dedicated volunteers to develop and maintain those
trails each year.
Snowmobilers provide these dollars through the purchase of their
annual trail permits, a portion of their three-year registrations, and a small
amount comes from gasoline taxes. No state or general fund dollars are
placed into the Michigan Snowmobile Trail Improvement Fund.
More than 150 pieces of grooming equipment are used by the 68 grant
program sponsors to groom the 6,500-mile trail system.
Through the Michigan Snowmobile Trail Improvement Fund, grant
sponsors work with the Department of Natural Resources and the U.S.
Forest Service to create, brush, sign, and maintain the snowmobile
trails you ride each season. A 27-page Recreational and Snowmobile
Trail Grant Handbook governs all aspects of development, and
snowmobile trail improvement/maintenance.
The purpose of the DNR recreational and snowmobile trail grant
program is to administer and oversee the funding provided to grant
sponsors for the development and maintenance of snowmobile trails.
Yearly, snowmobile trails are rerouted as private lands change
ownership, and even trails on public lands have been relocated.

Trails on Private Land

All private land that the grant sponsor will be utilizing in carrying
out the work specified in its snowmobile trail proposal must be secured
through lease, easement, or use permit.
There are 50-100 trail re-routes on private land every year. That
means grant sponsors must obtain written permission from all affected
landowners for those reroutes prior to the start of each snowmobile
season.
The DNR must sign off on all new snowmobile trails, including reroutes.
There are 2012 trail proposals still waiting for state approval.
It was the Michigan Snowmobile Association’s (MSA) original goal
to assist the grant sponsors in developing at least 100 miles of new
snowmobile trail per year. Continued and constant reroute approvals have
changed that goal.
When working on a reroute, grant sponsors first take a plat map, and lay
out the proposal. They then have to secure land owner permission from
every landowner, whether crossing .1 mile or 25 miles of their property.
The trail proposal is then presented to the DNR, which decides whether it
is a worthwhile trail in terms of the funding it would take to put it in and the

continued maintenance involved in the new trail.
The DNR also looks at roads the trail must
cross, streams the trail would cross and any
bridges or culverts needed to create the trail.
If there are no major obstacles involved, and
funding is available, new trails or trail reroutes on
private land can usually occur in one to two years.

Trails on State Owned Land

Trails on state-owned land start out with a
trail proposal submitted to the DNR; in much
the same way as on private land. If the local
DNR field contact agrees with the local grant
sponsor, a trail proposal is then entered into the
system for review.
Here the process changes from private land,
as there are many more levels of approvals
needed such as endangered plant or animal

investigations, wetland issues, historical impact
investigations, etc. The big question -- is the
land set up for motorized recreation?
Putting in a new trail on land owned by the
state requires a “good reason.” The state usually
looks at a connector between two pieces of
trail as a good reason, when making a decision.
There are approximately seven different layers
of approvals that must be met before the final
approval is given. At that time the proposal must
be placed on a list waiting for funding approvals.
It can take one to five years for state approval
on a new trail located on state-owned land.

Trails on Federal Owned Land

New trails or trail reroutes on federal
land follow the same basic steps as those on
state lands, with a few more restrictions and

added steps.
Snowmobile trails cannot be located on
a designated maintained road, or a
designated route used for timber sales. Trail
proposals on federal-owned land require an
Environment Assessment that takes two to
three years to complete.
The proposed trail has to fit into the network
of state trails. It can take one to nine years for
final approval. The main focus of MSA and state
grant sponsors is to keep the trails open that are
located on federal land. Continued efforts by
non-motorized groups to keep snowmobiles off
federal land are a never ending battle. It takes
great effort by the grant sponsors and the MSA
to protect your right to ride! 

Don’t Let Michigan’s Premier
Trail System Disappear
Our trail was a loop around the house and barn. Gravel roads were our second best choice for riding our sleds. Trouble is the farmers’
dogs could outrun us. That’s why the bottom of our one-piece snowmobile suits had rip marks. I always carried doggie treats.
Then a friend told me there was a county park in Oakland County that had a five mile winter trail for cross country skiers and
snowmobilers. That park was 90 miles away. I tried to imagine what it would be like riding on a trail through the woods without a farm dog
in hot pursuit. We sure didn’t trespass on farm fields and the gravel roads in the country made snowmobiles fair game for dogs.
That is what snowmobiling was all about when we bought our first sleds back in the olden days. Then think about the Michigan trail
system today. Do you think there is any comparison?
The Michigan Snowmobile Association (MSA) is the voice of Michigan snowmobilers in Lansing. MSA is the vanguard force behind the
state-wide trail grooming program. Make no mistake about it. There are an awful lot of highly organized groups with money who want to
stop recreational motorized use of state and federal land. MSA has been fighting to protect our rights as snowmobilers for decades now.
Because so many people now take Michigan’s trail system for granted, MSA support through dues has seen a decline. Dues alone no
longer cover the costs of MSA’s state-wide network for snowmobile advocacy. Michigan has the premier snowmobile trail system in the
country. Let’s be sure to keep it that way for ourselves and future generations of snowmobilers.
So I am asking you to consider making a donation to MSA to protect our right to ride. This is your
sport and I’m asking you to make it your “charity.”
You can also make a donation to the Michigan Snowmobile Education and Advancement Fund
Mail Your Check Today:
(MSEAF) which handles all of the safety and education undertaken by MSA.
MSA, 4543 S. Division Ave.,
Donation checks made out to MSEAF may be tax deductible. MSEAF is a 501(c).3 tax exempt
Wyoming, Mich. 49548
non-profit organization.
OR
Best Regards and THINK SNOW!
MSEAF, 4543 S. Division Ave,

Maryann Noah

Wyoming, Mich. 49548.
Your cancelled check is your receipt.

MSA secretary
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Safety First,
Safety Always!
SAFETY CLASSES 2014-15
Saturday, Nov. 1: The class is being sponsored by the Cadillac Winter
Warriors. It will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Tustin, Mich., location to be
announced. For more information, call Donna Thompson (231) 768-4069.
Saturday, Nov. 8: The class is being sponsored by the Sault Ste. Marie
Snowmobile Association. It will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the clubhouse,
1205 W. 9th Street, Sault St. Marie. You must pre-register for the class and
complete the pre course workbook. The class is free and lunch will be
provided by U.P. Tire & Leitz Sport Center. Students must be turning 12 years
or older this upcoming snowmobiling season to take the class. Parents are
encouraged to attend, but not required. To register and pick up the course
booklet call (906) 635-6161.
Saturday, Dec. 6: The class is being sponsored by the Newaygo County
Snowmobile Association. It is being held in Newaygo, 4684 S. Evergreen Drive,
Newaygo. Pre-registration is required. For more information, contact Dale
Johnson at (231) 924-5643.
Saturday, Dec. 6: The class is being sponsored by the Frankenmuth
Snowmobile Club. It will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Frankenmuth Conservation Club, 8415 E. Curtis Rd., Frankenmuth. For more
information, call Ed Roedel at (989) 823-2225.
Saturday, Dec. 13: The class is being sponsored by the Ogemaw Hills
Snowmobile Club. Class will be held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is free of
charge and will be held at Club House near the corner of Fairview & Rose City
roads. Lunch, snacks, and drinks will be provided at no charge. Parents are
encouraged to attend. To register call Jim Kelts at (989) 473-3062 or e-mail
jlkelts@yahoo.com.
Saturday, Dec. 26: The class is being sponsored by the LeCheneaux
Snowmobile Club. The class is free, and will be held at the clubhouse in
Cedarville. Lunch will be provided. Pre-registration is required. For more
information, contact Stu Volkers at (906) 297-3060.
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Large Inventory of Used Snowmobiles For Sale

Sunnyside

Sales & Service Inc.
Chippewa Falls, WI

- Parts for most makes
- Cranks & Cylinders
& models
(Rebuilt & Used)
- Buy, sell, trade
- Electrical
- Top dollar for snowmobiles, - Engines
and salvage
(Rebuilt & Used)
- UPS available daily
- Hoods
- Ship parts world wide
- Suspension
- Tracks (New & Used)
Service on
ALL Makes
and Models

(715) 723-9377
(715) 723-9344

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS.COM

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS .COM

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS.COM

EMAIL: snomosalvage@gmail.com
Winter Hours (Starting Dec. 1): M-F 8-7
M-F 9-5 • Sat-Sun Hours Call

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS.COM

SNOWMOBILERS PARADISE
Sled from your door directly to endless
miles of Pristine Trails

DOUG OLSON

Snowmobile & AT V

AUCTIONS

Olson Mfg. Inc.
doug@SBgroomers.com

VISIT US ONLINE

715.617.6948

SBgroomers.com

“Without

life’s just a drag”

A Fully Appointed Rental Home in the heart of
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
Fully Equipped Kitchen • Gas Fireplace
3 Bedrooms (Sleeps 9) • Flat Screen TV

Oct. 1, Oct, 15
Nov. 15,and
Dec.6,
and5 Dec. 20
Nov.

Visit us at camppopsandbeers@yahoo.com
or call today to book your stay
(920) 209-5756

Selling over 4000 snowmobiles and ATVs every
year since 1974 in southern Michigan. Pictures,
auction price reports, motel listings, maps and all
information to buy or sell are at:

www.snowmobileauction.com
NO SELLING COMMISSION FEES.
You only pay $25.00 per item to sell.

Open to the general public and dealers alike!
Inside seating for 2000 people,
14 acres of parking.
One mile east of Bronson on HWY US 12.
White Star Motorsports Auctions
Bronson, MI
Phone 517-369-1153
Fax 517-369-2024

YOU CAN
BUY OR
SELL

SALE!

FOX FLOAT 2- $499 FLOAT R EVOL- $725
FOX ZERO PRO SHOCKS STARTING AT $99
(SUPPLIES LIMITED)

PARTS • SERVICE • VALVING
*Fox Zero Pro Shocks for Polaris, Ski-Doo & Yamaha*
*Replacement Shafts for HPG Shocks*
*Seal Kits for SOQI/GYTR Shocks*

110 - 10th St. E.
St. Hilaire, MN 56754
888-349-7469 - Order Line
218-964-5670 - Tech Line
www.carverperformance.com

10% Buyer’s premium added to all purchases.

Snowmobile Trail Maps for GPS
Printed Map Books, ORV Trail Maps
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THE YAMAHA

T R A D E M Y S L E D. C O M
SALES EVENT

$500
$1,000
GET UP TO

+

TRADE-IN

ALLOWANCE
CUSTOMER
CASH

+
SPECIAL
FINANCING OFFERS

Visit your nearest Yamaha dealer or
Pro Yamaha dealer (in red) today.
For more Yamaha dealers,
visit yamaha-snowmobiles.com.
APPROVAL POWERSPORTS.COM
190 E SANILAC RD.
SANDUSKY, MI
APPROVALPOWERSPORTS.COM
BABBITT’S SPORTS CENTER
3712 AIRLINE RD
MUSKEGON, MI
BABBITTSONLINE.COM
BIG JIM’S SPORTS UNLIMITED
3137 US 23 S
ALPENA, MI
SPORTSUNLIMITEDRV.COM
BRANDTS SPORT CENTER, INC
6398 M 33 HWY
CHEBOYGAN, MI
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
BRIGHT POWER SPORTS
4181 DIX HWY
LINCOLN PARK, MI
BRIGHTPOWERSPORTS.COM
C & S SPORTS CENTER, INC.
4741 E PICKARD ST
MOUNT PLEASANT, MI
CANDSSPORTSCENTER.COM

CHIPPEWA MOTORS
INCORPORATED
3107 S HIGHWAY M-129
SAULT SAINTE MARIE, MI
CHIPPEWAMOTORS.COM

FOX POWERSPORTS OF
KENTWOOD, LLC
3538 29TH ST SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI
FOXYAMAHA.COM

COLOMA MOTOR SPORTS INC
5270 PAW PAW LAKE RD
COLOMA, MI
COLOMAMOTORSPORTS.COM

FOX SHAWMUT HILLS
2807 LAKE MICHIGAN DR NW
GRAND RAPIDS, MI
FOXSHAWMUTHILLS.COM

CYCLE CITY INC.
6751 COUNTY 426 M.5 RD
ESCANABA, MI
CYCLECITYINC.COM

FULL THROTTLE MOTORSPORTS, INC.
9555 WOODLANE DR
DIMONDALE, MI
FULLTHROTTLEMOTORSPORTS.COM

DAVID ALLEN RACING
MOTORSPORTS
11995 N MAPLE ISLAND RD
FREMONT, MI
POWERSMOTORSPORTS.COM

HACKERS YAMAHA AND HONDA
3901 W HOUGHTON LAKE DR
HOUGHTON LAKE, MI
HACKERSYAMAHA.COM

EXTREME POWER SPORTS
2572 S OTSEGO AVE
GAYLORD, MI 49735
EXTREMEPOWER-SPORTS.COM

INDIAN RIVER SPORTS CENTER
562 S STRAITS HWY
INDIAN RIVER, MI
IR-SC.COM
K & W CYCLES, INC.
4090 AUBURN RD
SHELBY TOWNSHIP, MI 48317
KWCYCLE.COM

LAKES & TRAILS POWER SPORTS
2229 US HIGHWAY 131 N
KALKASKA, MI 49646
LAKESANDTRAILS.BIZ

NELSON’S SPEED SHOP
4566 S GREENVILLE RD
GREENVILLE, MI
NELSONSSPEEDSHOP.COM

T & R YAMAHA, INC.
215 MAIN ST
EAST JORDAN, MI
TANDRYAMAHA.COM

LAKESIDE MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
10964 90TH AVE
MECOSTA, MI
LAKESIDEMOTORSPORTS.NET

NORTHERN POWER SPORTS
OF MIO, INC.
30 KNEELAND ROAD
MIO, MI
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

THUMB MOTORSPORTS
6466 VAN DYKE RD
CASS CITY, MI
THUMBMOTORSPORTS.COM

LINDY’S SALES, INC.
9051 BAY CITY FORESTVILLE
FAIRGROVE, MI
LINDYSSALES.COM
M & M MOTOR MALL INC
3829 LAKE ST
KALAMAZOO, MI 49048
MMCYCLE.COM
M & M POWERSPORTS INC
90 NAVY ST
HANCOCK, MI 49930
MMPOWERSPORTS.COM
MEYER YAMAHA, L.L.C.
1355 US HIGHWAY 41 WEST
ISHPEMING, MI
MEYERENTERPRISE.COM

PAT’S AUTO & SPORTS CENTER
10612 HWY M-38
GREENLAND, MI
PATSAUTOANDSPORTSCENTER.COM
PEACOCK LIMITED OF
BALDWIN INC
276 S M37
BALDWIN, MI
PEACOCKLTD.COM
SPEED NATION POWERSPORTS, INC.
56605 PONTIAC TRL
NEW HUDSON, MI
GOSPEEDNATION.COM
STEVENS’ YAMAHA SALES
3638 S HURON RD
BAY CITY, MI
STEVENSCYCLE.COM

U.S. 27 MOTORSPORTS &
TRAILERS, INC
5301 N US HIGHWAY 27
SAINT JOHNS, MI
US27MOTORSPORTS.COM
VILLAGE MOTORSPORTS
13035 NEW HOLLAND ST
HOLLAND, MI
VILLAGEMOTORSPORTS.NET
WATSON’S MARINA INC.
1 MAIN STREET
CURTIS, MI
WATSONSMARINA.COM
WOODY’S CYCLE
1690 N US 23
EAST TAWAS, MI
WOODYSCYCLESALES.COM

TradeMySled.com promotion valid August 15, 2014, through December 27, 2014. All makes and model sleds accepted as trade vehicles. All trades are up to the dealer’s discretion. Limit one (1) trade-in unit per new unit purchased. Copy of state registration in customer’s name must accompany trade-in unit as
proof of ownership. Offer valid for any new 2010-2015 Yamaha Snowmobile (except SRX120, RS Viking Professional, and ’15 Spring Power Surge models). See dealer for complete details. © 2014 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

You
Tube

