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The Official Publication of the Michigan Snowmobile Association
Making Sure You Have a Place to Ride Your snowmobile!

Did You Know …
Designed and engineered for just
one purpose . . .

that the federal government owns
roughly 635-640 million acres of land
in the U.S., and 66 percent of this land
has been removed from multiple use
and enjoys protected federal status?

. . . grooming snowmobile trails.

www.pistenbullyusa.com

Trail Bully

RIDE THIS

SEASON …
SAFE, SMART, SOBER!

It’s the law!


TAKE THE PLEDGE –
“Zero Tolerance, I say, ’Til I’m Done for the Day.”

Person Shall Not Operate
a Snowmobile:
Within 100 feet of a dwelling between
the hours of midnight and 6 a.m. at
a speed greater than the minimum
required to maintain forward
movement of the snowmobile.

MSA News
You Can Use
E-Mail Addresses Needed:
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– We are looking to update and enlarge our
e-mail database. Please contact the MSA
office and give us your e-mail address. Also,
help us save on postage. You can receive your
Michigan Snowmobile News online. For more
information, call (616) 361-2285. The MSA does
not sell or provide your e-mail address or other
confidential information to outside sources.
MSA only uses e-mail addresses for important
news blasts, calls to action or distribution of
your Michigan Snowmobile News.

Buy Your Trail Permit From
MSAs Office Directly: – For every
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Riding the Trails

MSA life member shares his thoughts and concerns for snowmobilers who forget
they are riding the trails with others. Don’t leave anyone behind!

MSA Convention and General Membership Meeting
— Oct. 24-26

Make plans now to attend the 2014 Convention & General Membership
meetings at the Baymont Inn & Suites and Conference Center.

Camp Out
12 MSA members enjoy summer fun with family and friends during 2014 Camp Out

trail permit MSA sells $1.43 goes directly
to MSA. One dollar goes to MSA as the trail
permit seller, and $.43 goes to MSA as the
trail permit distributor.

When MSA sells 30,000 trail permits through
the office or our Web site, those funds allow
staff and the officers to attend important
meetings and monitor the issues. Meetings
that affect our trails and access go on weekly
in the state. If we are not there, we are
forgotten. We have to be represented at
these meetings and protect our right to ride.

Photo Contest: – Don’t forget

to submit last year’s ride photos to the
Michigan Snowmobile News photo contest.
Your photo could be on the cover of next
month’s magazine. E-mail your submission to
mmgrogitsky@hotmail.com.

at Camp Cadillac.

Meet Your Executive Committee
14 Members of your MSA Executive Committee share a little about their passion for
MSA and snowmobiling.

MSA All Sports Show Swap Meet, American Snowmobiler
16 Super Sled Shootout -- Sept. 19-20

Snow Show and Swap Meet set for the US 131 Motorsports Park in Martin.

21 ISMA President
22 Safety First, Safety Always!
23 Snowmobile Marketplace & Snowmobile Destinations

Magazine Deadlines:

To have your announcements or information included in the pages of the
Michigan Snowmobile News please submit by the following deadlines:
October – Sept. 23
November – Oct. 24
December – Nov. 25

Jan/Feb – Dec. 6
March – Feb. 10

MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

CIRCULATION: The Michigan Snowmobile News is the official publication
of the Michigan Snowmobile Association, Inc., and is distributed as
part of the membership benefits of MSA. It is also circulated through
select promotional distribution. The Michigan Snowmobile News is
published six times a year (September, October, November, December,
January/February and March). WARNING: Some of the photographs in
this publication show action that may be potentially dangerous. We
encourage safe operation of all snowmobile equipment and advise you
not to attempt to duplicate any action that is seen on these pages. Let
your experience and skill guide you. The views and opinions expressed
by our readers are not necessarily those of the Michigan Snowmobile
Association or the Michigan Snowmobile News staff.

On the Cover: Plenty of snow was
available for attendees at the 2014 MSA
Groomer Workshop to actually test drive
equipment.
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Michigan Snowmobile Association
4543 S. Division Ave
Wyoming, MI 49548
(616) 361-2285
Fax (616) 363-0661 • www.msasnow.org
Office Staff
Executive Director : Bill Manson
billmsa@aol.com
Staff : Karen Middendorp
karen@msasnow.org

RON CORBET

Planning for the 2014-15 Season
Last season: A Quick Review

H

ard to believe we’re on the front side of
another snowmobile season. Last season
was, without question, the best in several
years. Snow conditions for 2013-14 season started
with good snow, and for the first time in many
years, all of Michigan’s trails were open between
Christmas and New Years.
Trails in southwestern Michigan were open for
nine straight weeks. I believe this could be the
longest consecutive number of weeks in a row for
that part of our state. Snowmobilers didn’t have
to travel as far to ride. This was good to help keep
travel expenses down, but hard for the economy
in our Upper Peninsula. Many sledders decided
not travel across the Mackinaw Bridge, but utilized
our trail system in Lower Michigan.
Remember Michigan’s U.P. has been picked
several years in a row as the number one
destination to ride, and I agree.

A Few Stats and Facts

Registrations for snowmobiles were up a little
from the previous season, to more than 208,000
registered sleds. Many older sleds were uncovered
and taken out of storage.
Trail permit sales were up a little compared to
last year -- 7.5 percent.
Michigan ended up with 15 snowmobilerelated fatalities. This is down from the year
before, but even one fatality is too many. Also
note, nine of those fatalities were not on our trail
system.
Nationally, the average snowmobiler rode 30
percent more miles this past season compared to
the season before. In Michigan our percentage is
a bit higher
Last season MSA staff, officers and MSA
volunteers along with state legislative staff
organized four very successful Legislative Rides.
Certainly, the best we’ve ever had.
MSA volunteers also participated in charity
fund raisers, events such as helping at the
Soo I-500, dealer shows, the Novi Show, local
4
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club meetings, council meetings, the Clean
Snowmobile Challenge, safety education,
scholarship fund raisers, and many others.
MSA Director Bill Manson did and will continue
doing his fine job In Lansing and with all other
positions he holds related to snowmobiling.
Karen Middendrop will continue to come up
with new and creative ideas, such as her latest:
Michigan Snowmobile Association Makin Fresh
Tracks. Look to future editions of the Michigan
Snowmobile News for more information.

Start of a New Season

Really when you look at the start of a new
season you have to go back to March (Sneak Peak
Preview 2015 Sleds). Polaris, Ski-Doo, and Yamaha
showed their new line of new products and
accessories. Shows in Grand Rapids and Birch Run
were well attended. Show attendance was up 25
percent from the year before.
Where was Arctic Cat? This was the most
asked question at both shows. If any of you
snowmobilers have any influence with Arctic Cat,
ask the question and strongly encourage them
to be there this coming year. Many Arctic Cat
loyalists were very disappointed.
Dealers tell me preseason sales are the best
they’ve ever had in some time. Dealers are very
optimistic about the upcoming season.

What MSA Has Done and Will
Continue to Do

MSA will continue to work with our Michigan
Legislators in Lansing and our U.S. Congress in
Washington, D.C. --protecting and preserving your
privilege to ride, representing and promoting
your rights, promoting safety and responsibility,
maintaining and enhancing trails, and keeping
you informed on all issues pertaining to
snowmobiling.
MSA supports and is a member of the American
Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA).

Continued on page 22

2014 Executive Board
President: Ron Corbett
(989) 306-0419 cell • corbett-r@att.net
Vice President: Al Green
(231) 775-6297 home • (231) 429-2183 cell
skidoosandhondas@gmail.com
Secretary: Maryann Noah
(906) 297-5989 home • (734) 358-9819 cell
noahfarm@hotmail.com
Treasurer: John Houk
(989) 734-7359 home • (989) 306-2545 cell
rjh42@hotmail.com
Past President: Bruce Wood
(231) 675-7669 cell
blwood@chartermi.net

2013 Executive Committee

REGION 1 - U.P.
Maryann Noah (906) 297-5989 home
(734) 358-9819 cell
noahfarm@hotmail.com
Gail Scott (906) 842-3217 home
(906) 458-3785 cell
gkscott@alphacomm.net
Jim Duke (906) 387-3941 home
(906) 235-8270 cell
jimduke@jamadots.com
Karyn Hautamaki (906) 235-8271 cell
snowygirl1@live.com
Stu Volkers (906) 297-3060 home
(906) 235-1109 cell • sleds2@centurytel.net
REGION 2 - NORTHERN LOWER MI
Al Green (231) 775-6297 home
(231) 429-2183 cell
skidoosandhondas@gmail.com
John Houk (989) 734-7359 home
(989) 306-2545 cell • rjh42@hotmail.com
Rod Altman (989) 734-4557 home
rbjaltman63@gmail.com
Don Wing (231) 775-3901 home
(231) 878-5267 cell • wingjudy@msn.com
Joe Kuchnicki
(231) 330-1549
snosports@centurylink.net
REGION 3 - SOUTHERN MI
Jim Dickie (989) 585-3794 home
(906) 748-0276 cell
r2d2jim@hotmail.com
David Low (269) 792-2707 home
(616) 550-2707 cell • ddlow@att.net
Rick Brown (269) 624-1083 home
rickgrape@hotmail.com
Tom Myers (989) 792-0692 home
(989) 245-1681 cell
tmyers61@sbcglobal.net
Ron VanderVliet
(616) 772-4949 home • (616) 218-3736 cell
rjvliet@charter.net
All M.S.A. Officers will be more than willing
to take calls at home, but ask that all
correspondence be directed to the M.S.A. office.
STAFF
Publisher: Michigan Snowmobile
Association
Managing Editor: Marie Grogitsky
Graphic Designer: Robert Miller
Advertising Sales: Marie Grogitsky
(810) 348-4855
mmgrogitsky@hotmail.com

�alendar o� �vents
Sept. 19-20: MSA Snow Show & Swap Meet, American
Snowmobiler Super Sled Shootout at the US 131 Motorsports Park in
Martin. For more information, call the MSA office at (616) 361-2285.
Sept. 28-Oct. 19: The 17th Annual Newaygo County 500
Snowmobile Grass Drags sponsored by the Newaygo County
Snowmobile Association. For more information, visit
ncsnowchasers.com.
Oct. 14: Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup (SAW) will meet from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at BJ’s Restaurant, 990 N. Center Ave., Gaylord. The
meeting is open to the public.
Oct. 24-26: Michigan Snowmobile Association (MSA) Annual
Meeting, Baymont Inn & Suites, 4079 West U.S. Hwy 20, Ludington. For
more information, call the MSA office at (616) 361-2285.
Nov. 7-9: Snowmobile USA Show at the Suburban Collection
Showplace in Novi. For more information, call (608) 223-6550.
Dec. 1: Michigan snowmobile trails officially open.
Dec. 4: Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup (SAW) will meet from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sidney’s Restaurant in Munising. The meeting is open
to the public.

Dec. 7: MSA Board of Directors Meeting will be held in Munising.
For more information, call the MSA office at (616) 361-2285.
Jan.16-26: International Snowmobile Safety Week. Many
local clubs and snowmobile associations take this time to teach
snowmobilers about safe riding. Many dealerships help by putting
on seminars, teaching customers how to maintain their sleds, and
keep them running in top condition. Visit www.snowmobile.org and
download a Safety Week Campaign Action Manual with ideas on how
to promote safety week and ideas for putting on safety week events.
Feb. 6-16: The 7th annual TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING WEEK.
Consider partnering with local clubs and other local businesses to
encourage non-snowmobiling friends or those who haven’t been
snowmobiling for a while to join us for a time of fun. Many have tried
snowmobiling for the first time with the experience resulting in the
purchase of a snowmobile and joining a club and association – all
because somebody asked them to come along. For more information
and ideas on sponsoring a TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING event, visit
www.gosnowmobiling.org.
Feb. 20-22: MSA Ride In, Kewadin Casino, Sault Ste Marie. Look for
more details in future editions of the Michigan Snowmobile News.

Michi�an Snowmobile Education
& Advancement Fund

Honorarium & Memorial
Honor, Remember Friends, Family, or Events
Through a Donation to Support Snowmobile
Safety and Education Programs

In Appreciation …

Supporting MSA!
On behalf of the Wayland American Legion Building Fund, David Low
recently presented a check to the Michigan Snowmobile Association
(MSA). The $2,000 is the second donation made by the group to MSA.
David is a devout member, supporter, and fundraiser of MSA. 

All memorials and tributes will be acknowledged by the MSEAF
through a thank you letter to you, the donor. A special card will also
In honor of Gordon Bickel from Connie
be mailed letting the recipient or their family know that someone
Bickel
special has honored them with this MSEAF Honorarium and
Memorial. Memorials and tributes will also be recognized in the
pages of the Michigan Snowmobile News.
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Legislative Report
BY BILL MANSON

Wow! What a Snowmobile Season!

L

ast season was the best season snowmobiling has seen in Michigan for more than
20 years!
Trails opened on Dec. 1, and remained
open in both the Upper and Lower Peninsulas,
everywhere, for nearly the entire season. We also
had the safest season we have had in years.
An interesting note: the trails in southern
Lower Michigan were open for seven straight
weeks. That has not happened for more than
20 years.
The total number of miles groomed by
Michigan’s grant sponsors was just over a half
of million miles -- 585,258 miles to be exact!
If you divide the number of snowmobile
trails in Michigan (6,500 miles) into that
amount, it comes out to each mile of trail being
groomed more than 90 times during the 201314. What a season!

Your Trail Permit
Dollars at Work

People who hadn’t participated in
snowmobiling for years got out and hit the
trails last season. Because of the great snow and
increased participation, all grooming dollars
from the Michigan Trail Improvement Fund were
spent. We actually went over our equipment
maintenance dollars because of the increase in
usage. In fact we spent $1.1 million repairing
equipment.
Your trail permit dollars paid for all the trails
to be brushed in the fall, signed per the DNR
specifications, and groomed all winter long.
The total cost for all 64 grant sponsors was a
whopping $4.5 million.
Other costs involved in the program include
brushing and signing, which came in at
$578,686.50 last season.
The cost for insurance, trail leasing, and
snowplowing the staging areas was $788,115.
Most of that went to insurance.

Trail Permit Purchases

Last season 89,422 trail permits were sold
through the state’s point-of-sale machines. There
were 1,347 trail permits sold through the mail, there
were 55,189 pre printed trail permits distributed
and sold through MSA, for a total of 145,958 trails
permits sold.
Yes, we did sell more trail permits last year,
but we are still well below the number of trail
permit sales in 2008, and we may never get those
numbers back. During the 2012-13 season 136,033
trail permits were sold. We only sold 124,287 trail
permits during the 2011-12 season.
We still need to keep in mind that when MSA
worked to get permit increases in place back in
2006, those increases were based on those higher
trail permit numbers, and so was the budget
for buying equipment, signing, brushing trails,
grooming, and maintaining the fleet of groomers!
The legislation put in place in 2006 does allow
for a small cost of living increase to be added
to trail permit fees beginning in 2015. Now that
we believe we have a realistic grasp on our trail
permits numbers, we are working hard to put a
five-year plan in place.
Know that MSA, the grant sponsors, and
volunteers are all working hard to continue and
provide great trails in this state. It hasn’t been easy,
but we will continue to work hard on your behalf.

Where the Money Went

Our Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
field contacts continue to work with us and
check our trails. Our grant sponsors continue
to maintain a close relationship with those
field contacts. They work hard to ensure that
everything runs smoothly.
The chart included here shows you where your
trail permit dollars went last season.
SEE CHART ON NEXT PAGE

Equipment Purchases

In July contracts were sent out to 13 of the
64 grant sponsors to purchase new equipment
6
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(groomers & drags) to the tune of $2.1 million.
There is a specific set of criteria used to
determine what grant sponsor will receive new
equipment.
Also, this summer there will be more
than a half a million dollars spent on special
maintenance, bridge repair, culverts, trail
reroutes etc.
The following equipment items are being
purchased for the following areas:
Big Bay 550 Snowmobile Club:
groomer and drag		
Grand Marais Trails Association:
groomer and drag
Gaylord Area Trails Council:
groomer and drag
Cheboygan Trail Blazers: groomer
Alpena Snowmobile Association:
groomer
Wellston Winter Trails: groomer
Alcona County Parks & Rec:
groomer and drag
Gogebic Area Grooming Inc.: drag
Iron Range Trail Club: groomer and drag
NORMENCO: drag
Indian River Grooming Club: drag
Trail Riders Snowmobile:
groomer and drag
AuSable Valley Snow Groomer:
groomer and drag

Working together

Let me also add that the Michigan
Snowmobile Trail Improvement program
continues to be administered under the state
of Michigan’s Parks and Recreation Division. We

Continued on page 9

UPPER PENNISULA
Sponsor Organization
North Country

Miles

Groomed Miles

Total Costs

Total Reimbursed

$29,945.24

$50,288.59

85

9,727.0

Baraga C. T.& R A

145

12,579.0

$61,195.94

$65,033.43

Gogebic Range Club

112

5,381.0

$23,593.69

$27,819.77

Sno Valley Riders Club

62

10,798.0

$37,077.80

$55,825.66

Superior Snow Club

130

15,860.0

$73,852.94

$81,996.20

Up Thunder Riders Sno Club

67

13,433.0

$33,701.40

$69,448.61

Keweenaw Trails Inc.

233

39,764.0

$202,659.84

$205,579.88

Gogebic Area Grooming Club

151

25,230.0

$112,703.43

$130,439.10

Iron Range Trail Club

148

16,380.0

$45,905.15

$84,684.60

Tri County

119

4,852.0

$29,979.20

$25,084.84

Chippewa Sno Kats

103

6,108.0

$47,813.51

$31,578.36

Big Bay 550 Snow Club

86

12,288.0

$39,811.34

$63,528.96

Moose Country Club

174

15,800.0

$57,991.46

$81,686.00

Hiawatha Trails Inc.

121

20,075.0

$72,265.00

$103,787.75

Trails Inc.

46

4,780.0

$38,530.00

$24,712.60

17.4

1,162.0

$2,446.79

$6,007.54

U.P. Sno Phlyers
Normenco Sports Club

90

5,866.0

$15,596.28

$30,327.22

Munising Visitor’s Bureau

85

11,501.0

$45,400.32

$59,460.17

Seney Snowmobile Club

80

15,784.0

$76,840.18

$81,603.28

Schoolcraft Snow Assoc

147.4

11,614.0

$182,346.30

$60,044.38

72

4,969.0

$14,851.00

$25,689.73

Big Bay Denoc Snow Club
Grand Marais Sno Trails Assoc

124

23,724.9

$99,302.87

$122,657.73

Paradise Night Riders Sno Club

114

15,338.0

$59,394.89

$79,297.46

Tahquamenon Snow Assoc

128

18,420.0

$70,206.81

$95,231.40

Les Cheneaux Snow Club

103

7,323.0

$64,763.13

$37,859.91

8,250.0

$49,405.82

$42,652.50

Soo Snow Assoc

99

Drummond Island Groom. Assoc

68

4,474.0

$32,466.81

$23,130.58

Chippewa Snowchasers

81

10,796.0

$25,450.00

$55,815.32

Straits Area Snow Club

101

6,765.0

$26,478.00

$34,975.05

Curtis Area Coc

98

6,716.0

$61,893.74

$34,721.72

Bay Mills Indian Community

17

697.0

$2,325.70

$3,603.49

366,454.9

$1,736,194.58

$1,894,571.83

Total U.P. Reimbursement

3206.8

LOWER PENNISULA
Sponsor Organization

Miles

Groomed Miles

Total Costs

Total Reimbursed

Petoskey Snow Club

63

5,962.5

$12,178.71

$30,826.13

Jordan Valley Trail Cncl

105

8,346.0

$31,944.77

$43,148.82

Gaylord Area S. T. C.

96

13,492.0

$42,929.06

$69,753.64

Cheboygan Trail Blazers

54

5,278.0

$14,767.52

$27,287.26

Harbor Springs Club

102

7,682.0

$33,520.98

$39,715.94

Indian River Snow Groom Club

56

5,242.0

$27,194.44

$27,101.14

Alpena Snow Assoc

90

4,406.0

$8,880.50

$22,779.02

Canada Creek Ranch

68

3,678.0

$11,735.61

$19,015.26

Presque Isle Sno Trls

131

7,936.0

$18,902.51

$41,029.12

122.9

3,821.8

$22,065.89

$19,758.71

Lewiston Fun Ones Snow Club
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Legislative Report
Sponsor Organization

Miles

Groomed Miles

Total Costs

Total Reimbursed

65

6,788.0

$29,150.74

$35,093.96

Kalkaska County Snow Assoc.

62.5

6,710.0

$33,844.18

$34,690.70

Grand Traverse Cncl

83.7

8,019.2

$70,180.79

$41,459.26

Benzie-Manistee Club

$34,281.07

$46,623.06

Wellston Winter Trails And Prom

122

9,018.0

Trail Riders Snow Club

122

12,533.0

$40,886.40

$64,795.61

Irons Area Tourist Assoc

113

7,047.0

$24,162.73

$36,432.99

Cadillac Winter Promo

107

11,084.0

$42,521.27

$57,304.28

Pere Marquette Club

102

7,527.0

$21,371.14

$38,914.59

Missaukee Trail Blazers

50

3,523.0

$10,208.02

$18,213.91

Ausable Valley
Iosco County Parks

6,662.0

$27,298.52

$34,442.54

7,292.0

$18,254.94

$37,699.64

Alcona County Parks

90

8,289.0

$19,090.43

$42,854.13

Greater Grayling Club

86

6,917.0

$31,273.40

$35,760.89

Houghton Lake Snow Groomers Inc.

107.5

6,631.0

$24,679.50

$34,282.27

Ogemaw Hills Sno Club

99

7,646.0

$14,492.40

$39,529.82

St Helen Snow Club

56

2,867.0

$6,218.97

$14,822.39

Rosco-Higgins Club

39

3,348.0

$13,318.14

$17,309.16

West Michigan Snow Cncl

75

2,709.0

$11,314.06

$14,005.53

78.1

3,235.4

$11,106.62

$16,727.02

Allegan Snow Club
Snowbusters Snow Club

26

832.0

$3,473.00

$4,301.44

Four Flags Snow Club

66

2,908.0

$4,254.76

$15,034.36

West Shore Snow Cncl

177

11,054.0

$29,556.75

$57,149.18

Gobles Area Snow Club

53

2,094.0

$6,474.93

$10,825.98

Driftskippers Snow Club

$2,815.99

$4,496.87

61.2

869.8

Sw Mi Snowstompers Club

82

2,580.1

$10,287.47

$13,339.12

Edwardsburg Snow Club

99

2,733.0

$13,625.58

$14,129.61

Thumbs Up Snow Club

90

2,042.4

$5,986.81

$10,559.21

Total L.P. Reimbursement

3210.4

218,803.2

$784,248.60

$1,131,212.54

Total State Reimbursement

6417.2

585,258.1

$2,520,443.18

$3,025,784.38

feel more comfortable there, because we
are working with people who deal with
trails in our state. We are building strong
relationships, and feel a strong spirit of
cooperation.
However, remember our trails are
located on property managed by the
DNR Forest Management Division. We
do still have to deal with two different

8
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100.5

government hierarchies and that can
sometimes be time consuming.
All in all, the snowmobile program
is running and working well. The
Snowmobile Advisory Work (SAW) group
is now working with more realistic
projected numbers for budget planning.
The parks and recreation division is
fantastic to work with.
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MSA continues to monitor and make
sure your trail permit dollars are not
wasted, but keep in mind (as with any
governmental program) part of our
budget goes to state administrative costs
within the state government. We promise
to monitor and keep a close watch on
your trail permit dollars! 

Riding the
Trails From
the Legal Side
by Daniel C. Blaney

This story first appeared in the March 2013 edition of the Michigan
Snowmobile News:

Stay Together and Enjoy the Ride

Guys if you want your girlfriend to enjoy the sport as much as you
do, you have to include her, ride with her, and not just hope she can
keep up. This is the case for riding with less experienced guys also.
Everybody likes to let their hair down once in a while. And if there
is part of your group that wants to ride harder and faster than the rest,
then draw straws, flip a coin, play rock paper scissors, just please assign
at least one experienced rider with the slower group
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SNOW BUSINESS...

Editor’s Note: Blaney is a life member of MSA and has several other articles
published in the Michigan Snowmobile News. Blaney is a lawyer and writes
legal articles for neighboring state snowmobile associations. After reading
Mike Rock’s article, “No One Should be Left Behind.” He submitted this article
to express the consequences and concerns for the people who forget that they
are riding with others.
One of the first things you are taught or told as you begin
snowmobiling is to never ride alone. This seems pretty simple, but I have
observed people who forget the old adage. Not that they take off on a
ride alone; but, they are riding with others and don’t keep track of the
others in their party. The rider leaves those they are riding with and takes
off on their own.
What could be the consequences of such action? Strictly speaking,
there is a moral obligation. When you tell someone you are going to
ride with them, you should do so during the entire ride. This means, if
you come to a stop sign along the trail, you stop and count how many
snowmobiles are behind you. Make sure that everyone is present before
you continue on the trail.
Of course, if you are going to go off trail, you need to take someone
with you. Tell the person or persons you are with that you are going to be
riding off trail and need someone to come with you, and then make sure
you stay together.

Continued on page 15

...is our business
NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST DEALER OF SNOW GROOMING VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT

Take On the Snow with Track
Track is the Midwest’s source for competitively priced, reliable, new and used snow
grooming equipment and vehicles. We offer a wide range of versatile groomers
and trail maintenance equipment from top manufactures. We have brought safe
and fun, groomed snow trails to thousands of snow sport enthusiasts, including
snowmobilers, alpine and cross-country skiers and snowboarders. Whether you
have thin snow, hard snow, soft snow, wide trails or narrow trails, we can help you
find the snow trail equipment to help you produce a superior trail.

call us today! 952.888.7372 | www.trackinc.com
MSASNOW.ORG • MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE NEWS • VOLUME 6 ISSUE 1
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The Business of Snowmobiling:
2014 MSA Convention and
General Membership Meeting

T

he 2014 Michigan Snowmobile Association (MSA)
Convention & General Membership meetings will be
held at the Baymont Inn & Suites and Conference Center
(formerly the Ramada Inn), 4079 West US Highway 10, Ludington, on Oct. 24-26.
The MSA Convention is a time for sharing, getting the
latest updates and hearing about the activities of MSA
through reports of its officers. It is also a time to enjoy the
company of others who share the passion and enjoyment of
snowmobiling. So this year, make the commitment to send
some of your members to the Baymont Inn & Suites and
Conference Center in Ludington.
There will be loads of fun activities for attendees, as plans
are currently being finalized.

Registration Details

The cost of a full registration (which includes access to
all Convention activities and meals) is $70 per person. MSA
has also made provisions for specific activities and meals.
A ticket for admission to the Friday Evening Reception is
$20 per person, and a ticket for admission to the Saturday
evening Awards Banquet will be $40 per person. A Children’s
Package for ages 8 - 14 is available for $50, but if they want a
reception only or banquet only ticket, the price will remain at
$20 and $40, respectively. There will be no charge for children
7 years and younger, but those 15 and older are full price.
Registration and reservations for lodging at the
Baymont Inn & Suites have to be made through the MSA
10
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office in order to receive the discounted rate of $65 per
night. There are a limited number of suites available for
reservation, and ten handicap accessible rooms are available
in the MSA block. To register for the convention, call the MSA
office at (616) 361-586, ask for Karen.
All rooms are equipped with a small fridge, a microwave,
iron & ironing board, coffee maker, and a hair dryer. The facility
has a large swimming pool and oversized hot tub, a large
arcade style game room, plenty of parking, and indoor access
to the conference center as well as a separate entrance from
the parking lot.

Let’s Get Specific

On Friday, guests are invited to an Ice-Breaker Reception,
complete with hors d’ oeuvres and a cash bar. The event will
begin at 7 p.m., and admission is only open to those who have
registered for the Convention with the MSA office.
Saturday will commence early, with a buffet breakfast at 7
a.m. After breakfast, MSA President Ron Corbet and several
other guest speakers will help get those in attendance excited
and ready for the general membership meeting at 10 a.m.

Trail Building 101

Also on Saturday, a seminar on trail building will be hosted
by MSA. The seminar will include representatives from the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the U.S. Forest
Service and a Michigan Grant Sponsor.
This seminar with take attendees through all the steps

needed to put a working trail on the ground. Discussions will
include where to start, what paperwork is needed, what steps
are different on state land, federal lands and private lands. The
meeting will end with a ½ hour question and answer session.
The MSA general membership meeting will reconvene
promptly at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday to complete the business
portion of the event and concludes with first nominations of
candidates for 2015 MSA officer positions.
Saturday evening festivities start with a social hour at 6
p.m., and will be followed by the MSA Banquet and Awards
Presentations at 7 p.m. Also, be sure to look over the items up
for the Silent Auction and get your bids in before the final bell
sounds at 7 p.m.
Sunday’s buffet breakfast will begin at 8 a.m., followed
by an abbreviated meeting to complete any unfinished
business, nominations will be closed and elections held for
2015 MSA officers. A new MSA Executive Committee will
then be appointed. 

What: MSA 2014 Convention
When: Oct. 24-26, 2014
Where: Baymont Inn & Suites
and Conference Center (formerly the
Ramada Inn) in Ludington
Full Registration:
$70 per person
Hotel Accommodations:
$65 per night, plus tax
For more information contact the MSA
Office at (616) 361-2285.
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Summer
2014 MSA Camp Out

by Judy Wing

W
Better Rides, Better Riders

2014

Renegade

WWW.FISHANDHUNTSHOP.COM

ONLY 1 HOUR WEST OF
MACKINAC BRIDGE IN CURTIS, MI
OPEN EVERY DAY
www.fishandhuntshop.com

Clothing,
Rental
Packages
with
Lodging
® TM Trademark of Bombardier
Recreational Products Inc.or its
affiliates

Toll Free
877-586-9531

SAVE $100s
NOW ON OVER 100
NEW & USED
SKI-DOO SLEDS
IN STOCK

Rental of MX-Z & RENEGADE
Rental Locations thru out the Eastern U.P.
Rental Snowmobile Models, from $179 per day
12
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hat a way to welcome summer! There were a total of 59 adults
and 11 children who attended the MSA Campout at Camp Cadillac in Cadillac, Mich., on June 20-22, 2014. This event provided
the opportunity to meet new campers, visit with old friends, tell tall tales
around a campfire, and in general have a fun with other MSA members.
We had a bit of rain on Friday, but at 3 p.m., when campers started
to arrive, it cleared off and the weather was very pleasant the rest of
the weekend.
Len Drust and his crew from Northside Vets and West Shore
Snowmobile Council sponsored and prepared a fish fry that words like
“excellent” and “delicious” do not describe properly. Al and Jen Green
prepared a Country Boil for guests on Saturday night. The Northwest
Michigan Recreation Snowmobile Council sponsored this. Your MSA
officers, under direction of Bruce Wood, prepared breakfast Sunday
morning. An anonymous donor and the Cadillac Winter Warriors
sponsored breakfast.

Enjoying Some Summer Fun

There were several small children who enjoyed the playground,
swimming pool, and the barrel train ride provided by Camp Cadillac.
Before gathering around a camp fire, the adults enjoyed a hayride on
Saturday night.
Entertainment on Saturday afternoon included watching cardboard
boat races on the canal that connects Lake Cadillac and Lake Mitchell.
MSA and the Cadillac Winter Warriors had a boat in the race. This boat
had several people involved, including Lee Murray, who came up with the
concept to have a boat built after watching the race a year ago.

FROM
Maiden Voyage

We had arranged for a captain but at 2 p.m. on Friday were notified the
appointed captain was unable to attend. The attendees were canvassed
on Friday night, and we located captains -- Paige Prevo, Bruce & Connie
Wood’s granddaughter; and Diwas Bawa, guest of Dan and Nishi Ward;
and their grandson, Kasen Dunn. Paige came in second in her heat for 12
and under. Diwas was first in the over the 12 age group. Diwas and Kasen
also took first in the family competition.
We also found time on Saturday afternoon between the boat race
and dinner to enjoy an ice cream float. The Gogebic Area Grooming
Association provided this treat.

Looking Forward to Next Year

The MSA Recreation Committee is currently reviewing campgrounds
for next year’s event. To be considered for the campout, a campground
must be able to block 40 campsites for MSA campers to reserve, have
activities for children, have a pavilion that will seat 75 people, and
have something for adults to do Saturday afternoon. If you have any
suggestions, please contact Don Wing at wingjudy@msn.org. 

MICHIGAN’S TRAILS

Lee proceeded to find the cardboard and boat designer, Mark Van
Singel. David Low provided the duct tape to seal the seams. The boat was
then delivered to the Cadillac Winter Warriors. It had to have the finishing
touches added. Dan Wiese, president of the Cadillac Winter Warriors,
organized a crew which included Dave Cooper, and Bob and Mary Lindell
(who painted and decorated our prize).

LOOKING FOR YOUR TALES

Fun

As the best snow
season we’ve had in
several years wraps up,
consider send us details
on one of your 2013-14
rides for publication
in the Michigan
Snowmobile News!
Our readers love to
hear about
that favorite riding
area and those
well-groomed trails!

Send submissions to
mmgrogitsky@hotmail.com.
For more information,
call Marie Grogitsky at
(810) 348-4855.
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Your 2014 Executive Committee

MSA Officers were elected and five directors from each of the three MSA regions: U.P., Northern Lower and Southern Michigan
were appointed to the executive committee by members of those regions in attendance at October’s annual MSA Convention.
Executive committee names and phone numbers are listed in the front of every issue of the Michigan Snowmobile News. You
are encouraged to contact them with any questions regarding snowmobiling in Michigan.

Region 1
Name: Maryann Noah
Home Phone: (906)-297-5983
Cell: (734) 358-9819
E-mail: noahfarm@hotmail.com

Name: Gail Scott
Home Phone: (906) 842-3217
Cell: (906) 458-3785
E-mail: gkscott@alphacomm.net
Club Membership: My husband Ken and I
have belonged to Gogebic Area Grooming, Inc.
(previously the Lake Gogebic Area Chamber of
Commerce) since 1994, when we moved here
from Lower Michigan. We joined the chamber
because they were the ones who handled the
grooming in and around Lake Gogebic. We
started seriously working with the grooming
part of it at that time.
There was a snowmobile club in the area at
the time that we were members of also, which
was the Yooper Sno-Riders. They were strictly a
social club. The Yoopers dissolved in 1997.
MSA Involvement: I have been a member
of MSA or its predecessor since the early 1960s,
when I began riding. I have been a life member
since about 1996.
As one of the Western Upper Peninsula’s
delegates to MSA since 1996, I was elected to
the Executive Committee of MSA in the late
1990s. I have attended MSA Conventions since
the 1960s as well as almost every International
Snowmobile Congress since 1994.
With my husband Ken, we have worked
almost all the Snow Shows, many Novi Sport
Shows, and Nelson’s Sno-Motion. We also enjoy
the annual Ride Ins and Camp Outs. I am the
publications chairwoman for MSA, and have
been for the last three presidents.

14

(L to R) Region 1 Executive Committee: Jim Duke, Karyn Hautamaki, Stu Volkers, Maryann Noah and Gail Scott.
Since 1994 Ken and I have been deeply
involved in the snowmobile grant program here
at Lake Gogebic. I have been the grant director
since 1996 and sit on the executive committee
for Gogebic Area Grooming. In 1996, I wrote
a grant to Rural Development for a groomer
purchase and was fortunate enough to get it.
I guess you could say that MSA/snowmobiling
has been our passion since retirement.
Importance of MSA: Without MSA Michigan
would not have the great snowmobile trail
system/programs we have today. MSA is the
snowmobilers’ voice in Washington and Lansing
(and advisors to the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) on snowmobiling) as we fight
for access, support, and funding. The average
snowmobiler thinks that the trail system
automatically comes with the purchase of a
sled and has no idea all the work and effort the
members of organized snowmobiling put in on
their behalf.
MSA is extremely respected in the realm of
organized snowmobiling for their knowledge
and cooperation with other states and is known
internationally. I am very proud to be a member
of MSA and work for the preservation and
enjoyment of snowmobiling whether on a local
or state-wide effort.
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Name: Jim Duke
Home Phone: (906) 387-3941
Cell: (906) 235-8270
E-mail: jimduke@jamadots.com
Club Membership: I am a member of the
SnomadS Snofari Club -- founder and president
1986-91 (presently honorary life member).
I have been an active member of the Seney
Snowmobile Association since 2006. I was
also a member of the Michigan Association of
Recreational Snowmobilers (MARS) from 1980-83.
MSA Involvement: I became a member of
MSA in 1984, due to merging of MARS, MISA,
and MUPSA. These groups came together to
form MSA. I am an active Member of MSA and
have been on numerous committees; vice
president, 1992-93; president, 1994 -95; am
currently the MSA Parliamentarian & By-Laws
Chair; ACSA Representative to MSA; and
chairman of the Convention Committee.
I represent individual and family members of
MSA in Region 1 (Upper Peninsula) as a DirectorAt-Large on the Board of Directors and the
Executive Committee. I am the Region 1 MSA

Continued on page 18

Continued from page 9

Riding the Trails From the Legal Side
Take Care – Keep Track of Those
You Are Riding With

From a legal standpoint, when you are riding
with others you need to keep track of them.
What if the person in the lead went out (while
riding with other snowmobilers), and just kept
going and didn’t bother to check the welfare
of the others in their group? For example, if the
snowmobile left behind developed trouble, and
you were not there to assist the rider. Are you
responsible? Yes, you are morally responsible,
and it is possible you could be legally
responsible.
The situation is this. You are riding with

another individual, and the lead individual
takes off, not even sure if the rest of the group
is behind them. During the ride, one of the
other sleds have mechanical problems, breaks
down on the trail, or is hit by someone coming
up behind them. A rider is seriously hurt.
There could possibly be an implied contract or
agreement with the person in the lead (who
took off) to be there to protect the other riders
and assist them in case of danger on the ride.
As a practical matter, what if somebody is
running in front of you, they take off and don’t
stop or watch for you? What if that rider in front
doesn’t slow down and the person following

gets lost, or worse yet they speed up to catch
the lead, ride too fast beyond their ability, and
have an accident? Is the “hot dog” that took off
responsible? They could be!
The legal, moral, and ethical response would
be – as a rider why take the chance. If you are
going out to ride with someone, you should
periodically check to make sure the person
or persons are still with you or SUFFER the
consequences. Whether those consequences
are legal action, lost friendship, damages, or etc.
don’t take risk
. From the legal side of the trail, I am Dan
Blaney, attorney at law. 
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MSA SNOWMOBILE SHOW
& SWAP MEET
and American Snowmobiler’s

25th Annual Super

Sled Shootout

When:
September
19-20 2014
When: September
September 19-20,
19-20
Park
Where:
US 131 Motorsports
Motorsports Park
Where: US
off
Martin,Mich.
Mich.
off US 131 in Martin,

P14140

P14140

Brought to you by:
Brought to you by:

MSA	
  ALL	
  SPORTS	
  SWAP	
  MEET	
  
September	
  19-‐20,	
  2014	
  -‐	
  US	
  131	
  Motorsports	
  Park-‐	
  Martin,	
  MI	
  49070	
  

(Truck	
  Stays	
  Attached)	
  	
  $30.00	
  
All	
  sites	
  are	
  approximately:	
  20'	
  Wide	
  x	
  40'Long	
  
2	
  Day	
  Sites	
  Friday	
  2PM-‐7PM	
  &	
  Saturday	
  9AM-‐7PM	
  
	
  Includes	
  admission	
  for	
  one	
  (A	
  $24	
  Value)	
  

(Truck	
  Stays	
  Attached)	
  $60.00	
  
All	
  sites	
  are	
  approximately:	
  20'	
  Wide	
  x	
  60'Long	
  
2	
  Day	
  Sites	
  Friday	
  2PM-‐7PM	
  &	
  Saturday	
  9AM-‐7PM	
  
Includes	
  admission	
  for	
  one	
  (A	
  $24	
  Value)	
  
Larger	
  Vehicles	
  Negotiated	
  at	
  Track	
  

To	
  Pre-purchase	
  your	
  site	
  call	
  616-361-2285	
  
NO	
  Pre-‐purchased	
  sites	
  after	
  September	
  12,	
  2014	
  

NO	
  DEALERS,	
  NO	
  NEW	
  EQUIPMENT	
  IN	
  SWAP	
  
•
•

SWAPPERS	
  are	
  defined	
  as:	
  Any	
  private	
  non-‐commercial	
  party	
  wishing	
  to	
  sell	
  used
equipment.
DEALERS	
  are	
  defined	
  as:	
  Any	
  commercial	
  business	
  with	
  new	
  or	
  used	
  equipment.

Dealers	
  wishing	
  to	
  sell	
  at	
  Martin	
  must	
  purchase	
  a	
  regular	
  sales	
  site	
  through	
  MSA	
  
	
  Any	
  dealer	
  selling	
  under	
  false	
  representation	
  will	
  be	
  
asked	
  to	
  leave	
  with	
  forfeiture	
  of	
  all	
  fee's	
  paid.	
  

Your 2014 Executive Committee
Representative on the Michigan Snowmobile
& Trails Advisory Council and Region 1
Representative on the Snowmobile Advisory
Committee.
I am the MSA representative to the Eastern
Upper Peninsula Citizens Advisory Council; and
the MSA representative to the Friends of the
Forest for the Hiawatha National Forest.
Past positions also include the vice chairman
of Midwest Chapter, 1997-98, Midwest Chapter
chairman, 1999-2000; vice president of
ACSA, 2001-02; ACSA President, 2003-04; and
chairman of the International Snowmobile
Council, 2004.
I am currently the chairman of ACSA By-Laws
& Policy Manual Committee and Midwest
Chapter By-Laws Committee chairman.
I was inducted into the International
Snowmobile Hall of Fame in 2013
Importance of MSA: MSA continues to
be the legislative voice for both member and
non-member snowmobilers within Michigan,
without which snowmobiling activities would
suffer through loss of trails and trails funding.
MSA has always been the leader in
achievements within the national snowmobile
community, and is a model for other state
snowmobile associations within the U.S.
MSA provides the catalyst for discussion on
snowmobiling concerns with our Canadian
counterparts.
I am very proud of the many
accomplishments of MSA, and to have played a
small part in the group’s success.
Name: Karyn Hautamaki

currently on the ACSA Snow-Show committee.
Importance of MSA: Without MSA and the
several dedicated members, who work tirelessly
to keep it going, snowmobiling would not be
the most popular winter sport in Michigan,
and the second most popular all-around sport
(only golf is more popular than snowmobiling
-- according to the tourism experts). MSA is, and
always has been, a leader among other states
where snowmobiling is accepted.
For most of my life snowmobiling has been
an activity enjoyed by myself and most of my
family, and I’ve made sure that my children
have had that same experience. I look forward
to snowmobile trips every year with, my Dad
and other family members, and am planning
to follow through with keeping this family
tradition as an active part of our lives. I also
encourage all my family and friends to join a
snowmobile club and the MSA. I fully intend
to stay active, and serve in any capacity
where needed.
Name: Stu Volkers

MSA Involvement: I have been riding
snowmobiles since the early 1970s and ride
between 2,000-4,000 miles a year. I have been
a member of MSA for about 18 years and a life
member for the past two years.
With MSA, I am on the Trails Committee in
Region 1, east end. I have also lead groups at
past MSA Ride Ins; help out at our snow shows;
Nelsons; and have led groups of the Board of
Directors to Haydays Snow Show in Minnesota.
I teach the snowmobiling safety class in
Cedarville and have been the leader on rides to
the western U.P. Some of the rides were even
Mud Runs.
I am a regular groomer operator as well as
a maintenance person on our equipment. I
have been a judge at the Clean Snowmobile
Challenge for the past five years.
Importance of MSA: MSA is snowmobiling
in Michigan. Without MSA, we would be riding
ungroomed fields and woods, and if some
people had their way, not riding at all.

Region 2

Home Phone: (906) 297-3060

Name: Al Green

E-mail: sleds2@centurytel.net

Home Phone: (231) 775-6297

Club Membership: I am president of the Les
Cheneaux Snowmobile Club in Cedarville. I have
been a member for about 15 years and president
for the past six years. I have also been part of the
Eastern Upper Peninsula Snowmobile Council
for eight years, secretary for three years, and
president for the past two years.

E-mail: skidoosandhondas@gmail.com
Club Membership: I have been a member
of the Cadillac Winter Warriors for 19 years, and
the Jackson Snow Roamers for five years prior
to that.
MSA Involvement: I have been a life
member since 1995, and paid annual dues for

Cell: (906) 235-8271
E-mail: snowygirl1@live.com
Club Membership: I am currently a member
of the Seney Snowmobile Association and
formerly a member of the Snomads Snofari
Club.
MSA Involvement: I have been a member
for more than 15 years and been a life member
of MSA for at least 10 years.
I have served on several committees, have
chaired the Membership and Recreation
Committees in previous years, and am currently
chairwoman of the Scholarship Committee.
I also serve on behalf of the Commercial
Businesses in Region 1 on the Executive
Committee. I am active in the American Council
of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) and
serve on various committees as needed. I am
18

(L to R) Region 2 Executive Committee John Houk, Don Wing, Joe Kuchnicki, Ron Altman and Al Green.
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Your 2014 Executive Committee
five years prior to that
I have been the MSA treasurer, and am
currently the vice president. I have also been
trail grooming with Cadillac Winter Promotions
for 24 years; a member of the Cadillac area
snowmobile task force for two years, and
chairman of several Cadillac area festival
committees/activities.
Importance of MSA: MSA is the voice
of all snowmobilers living or vacationing in
Michigan. MSA works to keep trails open for all
to use through the “political action side” and
the “on the ground” side. Michigan has some
of the best snowmobile trails in the country,
thanks in part, to the work and efforts of the
MSA volunteers, and the grant sponsors who
maintain those trails.
Name: John Houk

Club Membership: I have been a member of
the Les Cheneaux Snowmobile Club since 1975,
and a member of the Presque Isle Sno-Trails
since 1989.
MSA Involvement: My wife Kaye and I have
been family members for many years, and then
we both became life members.
I was one of the founding members of
the PIST club, which was created mainly as
a grooming club in Northeast Michigan. I
have also been involved with both clubs’ trail
programs -- development and grooming, etc.
Importance of MSA: One of the most
important issues is maintaining access to public
lands, and being good stewards to private
landowners who have granted easements for
many of our trails on their land. Please respect
our landowners and STAY on the DESIGNATED
TRAIL.

Home Phone: (989) 734-7359

Name: Rod Altman

Cell: (989) 306-2545

Phone: (989) 734-4557

E-mail: kjhouk@lhi.net

E-mail: rbjaltman63@gmail.com

Name: Don Wing
Cell: (231) 878-5267
E-mail: wingjudy@msn.com
Club Membership: I have been a member of
the Cadillac Winter Warriors since 2001, am vice
president and on the board of trustees.
MSA Involvement: I am a life member of
MSA, and became a member in 1987. I am also
the president of the Cadillac Winter Promotions,
chairman of the MSA Recreation Committee,
on the Executive Board, and a safety instructor
since 2002.
Importance of MSA: MSA plays an
important role by working with state
legislators, DNR, and U.S. Forest Service and
MSA plays an important role by working with
state legislators, DNR, U.S. Forest Service and
local government to maintain and improve
current trails and assist in funding grooming
activities and acquiring new trails.

Continued on page 20

“Give this application to a friend”
Please Mail To:
MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION
4543 S. Division Ave
Wyoming, MI 49548
This is my application
for membership in the
MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

Join the MSA Today!
PLEASE CHECK THE CORRECT DUES AMOUNT:

MSA Life Membership Reinstated:

Must provide proof of age.

o SINGLE/ FAMILY - $25*/ 1 yr. o CLUB - $25*/ 1 yr. o COMMERCIAL - $50*/1 yr.

o Age 0-29- $1,000

Payment must be paid in full

o Age 30-39 - $800

within one calendar year. New

o Age 40-49 - $600

Life Members will be provided

o SINGLE/FAMILY - $60*/ 3 yrs.

o Age 50-59 – $400

a personalized MSA jacket.

* Non U.S. members add $30. All payments must be in U.S. funds.

o Age 60 and over $300

Current life members may

PLEASE CHECK THE CORRECT DUES AMOUNT:

PAYMENT: o Check

o VISA o MASTERCARD

o Discover

make a $100 donation and
receive a life member coat.

Card No._________________________________________________ Exp. Date____________________________________

I Want to Be a
Part of the
Michigan Snowmobile
Association

Cardholder Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________________________

Name___________________________________________________ Spouse (if a family membership)_____________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (_____) ____________________________________________Club______________________________________

MICHIGAN SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

E-mail address______________________________________________________________________________________
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Your 2014 Executive Committee

(L to R) Region 3 Executive Committee: Jim Dickie, Tom Myers and David Low. Not pictured: Ron VanderVliet and Rick Brown.
Name: Joe Kuchnicki
Phone: (231) 330-1549
E-mail: snosports@centurylink.net

Region 3
Name: Jim Dickie
Home Phone: (989) 585-3794

sleds on. It is the only state organization that
“sticks up” for snowmobilers. There are several
groups that are against motorized recreation on
public lands and it is a never-ending and costly
battle to keep the trails open for snowmobiling.
If snowmobilers want to continue having a
great trail system to ride on, they need to be a
member of their state association and a local
club or a club in the area they ride. If we don’t
stick together and defend our privilege to ride,
snowmobiling as we know it today may not
exist in the future.

Cell Phone: (906) 748-0276
E-mail: r2d2jim@hotmail.com
Club Membership: I helped to form the
Chesaning Area Snowmobilers Association in
2000 and have been a member since that time.
MSA Involvement: I have been involved
with MSA as a board member, vice president
and president. I have been a life member for 14
years. I represent MSA on the Michigan Trails
and Greenways Alliance Board of Directors. I was
appointed by the governor to represent MSA and
snowmobiling on the Michigan Trails Advisory
Council. I am the chairman of the MSA Legislative
Committee. I have assisted in many MSA
legislative rides plus helped out at several MSA
Snow Shows and other MSA events. I have been
president and vice president of the Mid-Michigan
Snowmobile Council, and I still snowmobile 3,000
or more miles every year. I am looking forward to
another great Michigan winter.
Importance of MSA: The work that MSA
does is very important to all snowmobilers.
The bottom line is that MSA makes sure the
snowmobilers have a trail system to ride their
20

Name: David Low
Home Phone: (269) 792-2707
Cell: (616) 550-2707
E-mail: ddlow@att.net
Name: Rick Brown
Home Phone: (269) 624-1083
Cell: (269) 370-6376
E-mail: rickgrape@hotmail.com
Club Membership: I am a founding member
and first president of the Southwest Michigan
Snowstomprs. I have been a member of the
Seney Snowmobile Association for five years,
have a sponsorship to Gogebic Area Grooming,
and a member a member of the Superior
Snowmobile Club for one year.
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MSA Involvement: I have been a member of
MSA since 1986, and a life member since 1991. I
am also a past president, membership chair, and
recreation chair.
Importance of MSA: If it wasn’t for MSA,
there would be NO one voice of snowmobilers
in Michigan. The funding for our trails would
not be what it is today, and no one would be
watching to make sure those dollars were
spent to make the snowmobiling better in
Michigan. I would like to step down and let
some new blood get involved, BUT I see noone
stepping up to the plate. It will take new ideas
for funding, not only for our trails, but also
MSA. Every year it costs more money to run
both. All you need is a love of the sport and
the rest will come. Please call me if you want to
get more involved.
Name: Tom Myers
Home Phone: (989) 792-0692
Cell Phone: (989) 755-7669
E-mail: tmyers61@sbcglobal.net
Club Membership: I have been a member
of the Tri-County Sno-Goers in Saginaw for
41 years.
MSA Involvement: I served on the MSA
Board of Directors for 20 years (just stepped
down from that position). I was the Publication
Chairperson for many years, and served as
vice president and president from 1999-2002.
I am currently president of the Mid Michigan
Snowmobile Council. There are eight clubs in
this council.
Importance of MSA: MSA has made great
progress over the years. They have developed
a good working relationship with the State
and Federal Legislators on snowmobile issues.
MSA will continue to work hard to promote
safe and responsible snowmobiling in the
great state of Michigan.
Name: Ron VanderVliet
Home Phone: (616) 772-4949
Cell Phone: (616) 218-3736
E-mail: rjvliet@charter.net

BY ED KLIM

Worldwide Snowmobile Sales
Jump 9 Percent

T

he snowmobile community is optimistic following the aboveaverage snowfall throughout most of North America last winter. The
industry has experienced increases in sales, show attendance, and
miles ridden.
Snowmobile sales increased worldwide to 157,106 new sleds sold
last year -- a 9 percent gain from last year. Snowmobile sales in the U.S.
and Canada increased 11 percent. Sales of manufacturer-branded parts,
garments, and accessories increased more than 20 percent from last year.
The 2015 manufacturers’ spring snowmobile shows reported
increases in attendance. In many of the spring shows, visitation was up
more than 20 percent. Spring orders are up and that points to a good
2015 sales year.

Excellent Riding Conditions and Fantastic Trail
Systems

Snowmobile related tourism also increased in North America and
beyond. Economic impact studies conducted by major business, colleges,
and universities show miles ridden by snowmobilers (which is always
predictive of economic impact) increased 50 percent from the 2012-13
season. This is a result of excellent riding conditions and improved and
expanded riding areas and trail systems.
The snowmobile industry reports that registered snowmobiles in
North America increased to two million registered snowmobiles last
year. The majority of snowmobilers (55 percent) belong to a club or
association. These active, involved outdoor enthusiasts build the trails
and support snowmobiling access.
Research shows families go snowmobiling for reasons such as viewing
the scenery, being with family and friends, getting away from the usual
demands of life and being close to nature.

Snowmobiling Growing in
Economic Importance

State and provincial snowmobile organizations continue to grow
and expand club membership. Many organizations report that new
trails are being developed to support the positive economic impact
of snowmobiling and job growth for the rural community. Economic
impact studies generated by universities in North America show that
snowmobiling is growing in importance as part of the overall economic
engine and job growth for winter tourism.

Studies show snowmobiling now generates more than $30 billion
dollars of economic activity in North America. This provides many jobs
and investment opportunities and generates considerable tax revenue
for local governments.
ISMA is an organization representing the four manufacturers of
snowmobiles. ISMA’s main function is to encourage policies, programs,
and activities to improve the lifestyle activity of snowmobiling. For
more information, visit www.snowmobile.org. See more at: http://www.
snowmobile.org/worldwide-snowmobile-sales-jump-nine-percent-2014.
asp#sthash.AFvvlgho.dpuf 
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Safety First,
Safety Always!
SAFETY CLASSES 2014-15
Saturday, Sept. 20: The class is sponsored by the Byron Center
Snowmobile Association and the Michigan Snowmobile Association. It will be
held at Martin US 131 Motorsports Park and run from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The class is free, but participants are being asked for a $5 donation for lunch.
For more information, or to reserve a spot, call (616) 361-2285.
Saturday, Nov. 1: The class is being sponsored by the Cadillac Winter
Warriors. It will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Tustin, Mich., location to be
announced. For more information, call Donna Thompson (231) 768-4069.
Saturday, Dec. 6: The class is being sponsored by the Newaygo County
Snowmobile Association. It is being held in Newaygo, 4684 S. Evergreen Drive,
Newaygo. Pre-registration is required. For more information, contact Dale
Johnson at (231) 924-5643.
Saturday, Dec. 6: The class is being sponsored by the Frankenmuth
Snowmobile Club. It will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Frankenmuth Conservation Club, 8415 E. Curtis Rd., Frankenmuth. For more
information, call Ed Roedel at (989) 823-2225.

Continued from page 4

President’s Message
ACSA is our national group, and works hard
to keep us informed on national issues
affecting us
MSA needs your financial support. As
good as last season was, there were several
events that took their toll on our pocket
book. Our four Legislative Rides had larger
costs because of the increased number of
participating legislators and Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) directors. Increased
participation at these events is a, a good
thing, and MSA needs to continue these
events. Legislative support is critical for
22

growth and even survival of our sport. We
are blessed to be in Michigan, where every
year we have this commodity called snow.
Let’s take advantage of it!
In all our publications you will find an
application for membership. If you’re not
a MSA member, please join. If you are a
member, give an application to another who
is not.
And finally, if can donate, please do.
Michigan, snowmobilers and MSA needs
your help. 
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Large Inventory of Used Snowmobiles For Sale

Sunnyside

Sales & Service Inc.
Chippewa Falls, WI

- Parts for most makes
- Cranks & Cylinders
& models
(Rebuilt & Used)
- Buy, sell, trade
- Electrical
- Top dollar for snowmobiles, - Engines
and salvage
(Rebuilt & Used)
- UPS available daily
- Hoods
- Ship parts world wide
- Suspension
- Tracks (New & Used)
Service on
ALL Makes
and Models

(715) 723-9377
(715) 723-9344

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS.COM

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS .COM

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS.COM

EMAIL: snomosalvage@gmail.com
Winter Hours (Starting Dec. 1): M-F 8-7
M-F 9-5 • Sat-Sun Hours Call

SNOWMOBILESALVAGEPARTS.COM

DOUG OLSON

Snowmobile & AT V

AUCTIONS
Oct. 1, Oct, 15

Oct. 4, Oct.
18 and
and Nov.
5 Nov. 1

Selling over 4000 snowmobiles and ATVs every
year since 1974 in southern Michigan. Pictures,
auction price reports, motel listings, maps and all
information to buy or sell are at:

www.snowmobileauction.com
NO SELLING COMMISSION FEES.
You only pay $25.00 per item to sell.

Open to the general public and dealers alike!
Inside seating for 2000 people,
14 acres of parking.
One mile east of Bronson on HWY US 12.
White Star Motorsports Auctions
Bronson, MI
Phone 517-369-1153
Fax 517-369-2024

YOU CAN
BUY OR
SELL

Olson Mfg. Inc.
doug@SBgroomers.com

VISIT US ONLINE

715.617.6948

SBgroomers.com

“Without

life’s just a drag”

FAST CYLINDER
REPAIR SERVICE
NiCom® Plated

Lubricated Piston Skirt Coating $34.00
Plated Big Bore Kits • Core Exchange

Endorsed by Sledhead Racing/
Hauck Power/MCB Performance!
Snowmobiles • ATVs
Watercraft • Motorcycles
Toll Free 866-922-5066
www.usnicom.com
We Purchase Used/Worn Cylinders

US Chrome Corporation
650 Oak Park Ave.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

10% Buyer’s premium added to all purchases.

Snowmobile Trail Maps for GPS
Printed Map Books, ORV Trail Maps
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THE YAMAHA

T R A D E M Y S L E D. C O M
SALES EVENT

$500
$1,000
GET UP TO

+

TRADE-IN

ALLOWANCE
CUSTOMER
CASH

+
SPECIAL
FINANCING OFFERS

Visit your nearest Yamaha dealer or
Pro Yamaha dealer (in red) today.
For more Yamaha dealers,
visit yamaha-snowmobiles.com.
APPROVAL POWERSPORTS.COM
190 E SANILAC RD.
SANDUSKY, MI
APPROVALPOWERSPORTS.COM
BABBITT’S SPORTS CENTER
3712 AIRLINE RD
MUSKEGON, MI
BABBITTSONLINE.COM
BIG JIM’S SPORTS UNLIMITED
3137 US 23 S
ALPENA, MI
SPORTSUNLIMITEDRV.COM
BRANDTS SPORT CENTER, INC
6398 M 33 HWY
CHEBOYGAN, MI
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
BRIGHT POWER SPORTS
4181 DIX HWY
LINCOLN PARK, MI
BRIGHTPOWERSPORTS.COM
C & S SPORTS CENTER, INC.
4741 E PICKARD ST
MOUNT PLEASANT, MI
CANDSSPORTSCENTER.COM

CHIPPEWA MOTORS
INCORPORATED
3107 S HIGHWAY M-129
SAULT SAINTE MARIE, MI
CHIPPEWAMOTORS.COM

FOX POWERSPORTS OF
KENTWOOD, LLC
3538 29TH ST SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI
FOXYAMAHA.COM

COLOMA MOTOR SPORTS INC
5270 PAW PAW LAKE RD
COLOMA, MI
COLOMAMOTORSPORTS.COM

FOX SHAWMUT HILLS
2807 LAKE MICHIGAN DR NW
GRAND RAPIDS, MI
FOXSHAWMUTHILLS.COM

CYCLE CITY INC.
6751 COUNTY 426 M.5 RD
ESCANABA, MI
CYCLECITYINC.COM

FULL THROTTLE MOTORSPORTS, INC.
9555 WOODLANE DR
DIMONDALE, MI
FULLTHROTTLEMOTORSPORTS.COM

DAVID ALLEN RACING
MOTORSPORTS
11995 N MAPLE ISLAND RD
FREMONT, MI
POWERSMOTORSPORTS.COM

HACKERS YAMAHA AND HONDA
3901 W HOUGHTON LAKE DR
HOUGHTON LAKE, MI
HACKERSYAMAHA.COM

EXTREME POWER SPORTS
2572 S OTSEGO AVE
GAYLORD, MI 49735
EXTREMEPOWER-SPORTS.COM

INDIAN RIVER SPORTS CENTER
562 S STRAITS HWY
INDIAN RIVER, MI
IR-SC.COM
K & W CYCLES, INC.
4090 AUBURN RD
SHELBY TOWNSHIP, MI 48317
KWCYCLE.COM

LAKES & TRAILS POWER SPORTS
2229 US HIGHWAY 131 N
KALKASKA, MI 49646
LAKESANDTRAILS.BIZ

NELSON’S SPEED SHOP
4566 S GREENVILLE RD
GREENVILLE, MI
NELSONSSPEEDSHOP.COM

T & R YAMAHA, INC.
215 MAIN ST
EAST JORDAN, MI
TANDRYAMAHA.COM

LAKESIDE MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
10964 90TH AVE
MECOSTA, MI
LAKESIDEMOTORSPORTS.NET

NORTHERN POWER SPORTS
OF MIO, INC.
30 KNEELAND ROAD
MIO, MI
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

THUMB MOTORSPORTS
6466 VAN DYKE RD
CASS CITY, MI
THUMBMOTORSPORTS.COM

LINDY’S SALES, INC.
9051 BAY CITY FORESTVILLE
FAIRGROVE, MI
LINDYSSALES.COM
M & M MOTOR MALL INC
3829 LAKE ST
KALAMAZOO, MI 49048
MMCYCLE.COM
M & M POWERSPORTS INC
90 NAVY ST
HANCOCK, MI 49930
MMPOWERSPORTS.COM
MEYER YAMAHA, L.L.C.
1355 US HIGHWAY 41 WEST
ISHPEMING, MI
MEYERENTERPRISE.COM

PAT’S AUTO & SPORTS CENTER
10612 HWY M-38
GREENLAND, MI
PATSAUTOANDSPORTSCENTER.COM
PEACOCK LIMITED OF
BALDWIN INC
276 S M37
BALDWIN, MI
PEACOCKLTD.COM
SPEED NATION POWERSPORTS, INC.
56605 PONTIAC TRL
NEW HUDSON, MI
GOSPEEDNATION.COM
STEVENS’ YAMAHA SALES
3638 S HURON RD
BAY CITY, MI
STEVENSCYCLE.COM

U.S. 27 MOTORSPORTS &
TRAILERS, INC
5301 N US HIGHWAY 27
SAINT JOHNS, MI
US27MOTORSPORTS.COM
VILLAGE MOTORSPORTS
13035 NEW HOLLAND ST
HOLLAND, MI
VILLAGEMOTORSPORTS.NET
WATSON’S MARINA INC.
1 MAIN STREET
CURTIS, MI
WATSONSMARINA.COM
WOODY’S CYCLE
1690 N US 23
EAST TAWAS, MI
WOODYSCYCLESALES.COM

TradeMySled.com promotion valid August 15, 2014, through December 27, 2014. All makes and model sleds accepted as trade vehicles. All trades are up to the dealer’s discretion. Limit one (1) trade-in unit per new unit purchased. Copy of state registration in customer’s name must accompany trade-in unit as
proof of ownership. Offer valid for any new 2010-2015 Yamaha Snowmobile (except SRX120, RS Viking Professional, and ’15 Spring Power Surge models). See dealer for complete details. © 2014 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

You
Tube

